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A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT

This report captures EQUATIONS work of 2013-2014 detailing our research studies, campaigns, 
consultations and policy critiques. Some of the trends and developments we responded through our work 
were:

In the entire gamut of initiatives taken by the Ministry of Tourism, Government of India, it is clear that 
economic aspects take precedence over social, cultural, political and environmental issues. The Ministry 
talks about public private partnerships and mega infrastructural projects such as the Delhi-Mumbai 
Industrial Corridor with tourism being a part of it. We investigated these aspects through our work on 
economics of tourism.

The need for protection of the coastal ecology and livelihoods of local communities from industrial 
activities and tourism continues even today. The seaplanes project in Kerala is one such example. Increasing 
lands under forest cover in covert ways like demarcating core and buffer zones, declaring corridors, private 
forests, banning agriculture are leading to dispossessing and displacing people of their lands, limiting and 
denying access to resources, and impacting their culture and identity. Our work aimed at highlighting these 
less advertised facts of tourism.

Sexual exploitation of children is of grave concern in tourism sector though in many instances the tourism 
industry is unwilling to acknowledge that children in tourism destinations are victims of abuse. The poor 
implementation of the Safe and Honourable Tourism Code and lack of protection mechanisms for children 
in tourism are areas of concern which we continue to work on.

Some of the major trends related to women are increasing rate of violence against women such as 
exploitation through sex tourism & forced sex work, harassment of women travellers, objectification of 
women in context of tribal tours, non-recognition of women working in informal sector as part of the 
tourism industry and ignorance of issues of women living in and around tourism destinations. The issue of 
both women and children in tourism continues to be on our radar.

EQUATIONS endeavours to achieve its mission in collaboration with its network partners. This year we 
were able to strengthen our work with important national and local people’s movements and community 
based organisations, to be in solidarity and to bring in the linkages between tourism and their wider 
struggles. Our alliances with civil society organisations and groups on land, forest rights, coastal and 
environmental groups, rights of marginalised communities and informal sector (vendors, artisans, sex 
workers) continued. 

To build awareness on tourism issues with students and academics we engaged with tourism teaching 
institutions at the South Indian and at the National level. We also engaged with the tourism industry on the 
issue of the protection of children in tourism, community based tourism, tourism’s accountability to local 
communities and social justice as well as on the issue of women and on the rights of workers.  
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We have continued our engagement with various central and state level Ministries and other government 
bodies such as the Ministry of Tourism, Department of Tourism, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh Tourism 
Development Corporation, Karnataka Ecotourism Development Board, Karnataka Department of Women 
and Child Development and the Kerala State Commission for the Protection of Child Rights. EQUATIONS 
was invited to be part of the committee set up by Karnataka Ecotourism Development Board to develop 
the framework and strategy for implementation of the National Tiger Conservation Authority guidelines 
for Karnataka. EQUATIONS was also invited by the Federation of Karnataka Chambers of Commerce and 
Industry (FKCCI), to serve as a Member of the Tourism Committee of FKCCI for the year 2013-14. 

This year has been one for us to consolidate internally (transition in programmatic structure, in leadership, 
rebuilding the team) and for EQUATIONS to plans its future strategic direction for the coming years. 

Mario Pinto Almeida
President
Equitable Tourism Options (EQUATIONS) Society
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CONTEXT OF OUR WORK

The tourism industry in India has witnessed an 
increase in foreign and domestic tourist arrivals. 
Foreign tourists during the period April 13 – March 14 
were 69,00,000, registering a growth of 4.9 per cent, 
while the growth of domestic tourist arrivals is 16% 
per annum. The revenue from domestic tourism is 
likely to grow by 8.2 per cent in 2014. The total market 
size of tourism and hospitality industry in India stood 
at Rs 706200 crore and is anticipated to touch Rs 
2513400 crore by 2022. Foreign exchange earnings 
during 2013-14 stood at Rs. 108 crore registering a 
growth of 10.6%. 

In 2013-14, the tourism sector budgets of Ministry 
of Tourism (MoT) increased by Rs 87.66 crore to 
Rs1,297.66 crore while it was Rs 1210 crore in 2012-13 
and Rs 1110.96 crore in 2011-12. The allocation under 
tourist infrastructure is for construction of budget 
hotels, wayside amenities, tourist reception centers, 
refurbishment of monuments, special tourism 
projects, adventure and sports facilities, sound and 
light shows, illuminations of monuments, providing 
for improvement in solid waste management and 
sewerage management, procurement of equipments 
directly related to tourism and rural tourism projects 
etc.

The domestic hospitality sector expects 52,000 
new hotel rooms to be added in five years (2013–17). 
Further, the Working Group on Tourism for the 12th 
Five-Year Plan, set up by the Planning Commission, 
has estimated the generation of additional 
employment of 24.5 million (direct and indirect) in 
the sector during 2010–16. 

Promoting tourism development through Foreign 
Direct Investment (FDI) and Public Private 
Partnerships (PPP) continues. The Government of 
India allows 100 % FDI under the automatic route 
in the hotel and tourism sector. FDI inflows in hotel 
and tourism sector from April 2000 to January 2014 
stood at US$ 7,013.29 million and involves players like 
Hilton Worldwide, Lemon Tree Hotels, Thomas Cook 
(India), and Marriott International. With regard to 
PPP, MoT has plans to develop 35 integrated circuits 
through the PPP mode in all states, 20 tourism 
parks and 70 rural tourism clusters during the 12th 
Five Year Plan. MoT has appointed a national level 
consultant to identify four tourism circuits in each 
state, excluding the North Eastern states and two in 
each union territory. 

Large revenue generating projects such as tourist 
trains, cruise vessels & terminals, convention centres, 
golf courses and seaplane projects are being pushed. 
Medical tourism is projected as having potential for 
investing, and is anticipated to grow annually at the 
rate of more than 20 % during 2013–15.  

The sector continues to be plagued with the lack 
of direction and regulation. Very few states have 
tourism policies, many states either do not have 
tourism policies or they have adopted the national 
tourism policy with limited adaptation to their local 
conditions. For regulation, a recent mechanism 
finalised is Sustainable Tourism Criteria of India. 
However, this is a voluntary code and is left to the 
choice of individual businesses to sign up. This is one 
area which requires immediate attention.

On the social and cultural front, issues related 
to women and children in tourism have come to 
light following a series of incidents related to the 
harassment of foreign women tourists which were 
reported in the media. This has led to a 25% decline 
in foreign women tourist arrival to the country. 
The tourism sector also witnessed violation of the 
rights of children. Cases have been reported on 
paedophilia, child labour and the status of children 
becoming more vulnerable. Mega tourism projects 
such as seaplanes, DMIC are leading to displacement 
of communities, loss of their traditional livelihoods, 
reduced access and scarcity of natural resources to 
the local communities.

From the States

Central India
Madhya Pradesh
The state got recognition from MoT towards 
complete utilisation of plan funds to develop tourism 
infrastructure. The financial assistance to the state 
by central government has gone up to Rs. 207.00 
crore for the 12th Five Year Plan period. In the current 
financial year 2013-14, the State Government has 
prioritized eight projects at an estimated cost of 
Rs. 110.00 crore for the development of tourism 
infrastructure out of which 4 projects in Indore, 
Vindhya circuit, Nemawar and Panchmarhi, Matkuli-
Pipariya and Sultanpur are already sanctioned. For 
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2013-14 a budgetary allocation of 158 crore rupees 
has been made for tourism projects; 11 crore rupees 
has been allotted to develop tourist centres in each 
district and 141 crore rupees for cultural promotion. 

In a move to boost tourism and improve tourist 
infrastructure, MPTDC has identified Mandu, 
Burhanpur and Chanderi for developing resorts and 
hotels. State Institute of Hotel Management has 
been set up to impart training to youth of the State 
in various aspects of tourism. To give a boost to the 
hospitality sector, MPTDC plans to develop a five-
star hotel in Indore through the PPP mode on five-
acres of land owned by the corporation. The process 
of land diversion for developing the hotel has been 
completed.

The state was also in the news for stampedes and 
disasters at religious places. There were issues related 
to lack of planning to monitor, schedule, and control 
the stream of people converging at the Ratangarh 
temple near Datia town.

Increasing land prices are also being reported 
around Kuno-Palpur wildlife sanctuary in Sheopur 
district which have shot up three-fold, days after the 
Supreme Court ruled for translocating Asiatic lions 
from the Gir forest, Gujarat. 

Lack of safety for women travellers also came to light 
with the incident of gang rape of a foreign women 
tourist. In response to this, MoT has launched a 
sensitisation campaign “I respect women” and asked 
the states to form tourist police units. This and 
subsequent incidents have however resulted in a 
decline in the arrival of foreign women tourists.

Chhattisgarh
While tourist numbers continue to be low in the state 
due to security issues there is however a thrust within 
the administration to develop tourism. To develop 
the Buddhist circuit, the state has identified Sirpur, 
Champaran, Girodhpuri, Pragyagiri and Shivrinarayan 
and signed a MoU with the tourism boards of Bihar, 
Uttar Pradesh and Andhra Pradesh. To promote 
the Buddhist circuit outside the country, the state 
organised a FAM trip for tour operators and travel 
agents from Thailand, China, Sri Lanka, Taiwan, Laos 
and Vietnam.  

Jharkhand
The state registered a 7% growth in tourist inflow 
despite the prevailing political instability and security 
issues. Beautification of tourism destinations, 
creating basic amenities and safety measures at 
tourist places received attention from the state in the 
annual plan for promoting religious tourism, heritage 
tourism, rural tourism, mining tourism, tribal tourism 
in Jamshedpur – Saraikela - Bishnupur - Neterhat – 
Batla. MoT has earmarked an estimated outlay of Rs 
450 crores for work in Patna, Bodhgaya, Nalanda, 
Rajgir and Vaishali under the 12th Five-Year Plan.

To attract greater number of pilgrims, the Tourism 
Development Corporation in collaboration with 
Federation of Jharkhand Chamber of Commerce 
and Industries has launched special flight service at 
Baba Baidyanath Dham temple in Deoghar which 
has received a good response from the pilgrims. 
However, security at religious destinations caught 
the public attention due to serial blasts in Bodhgaya. 
Following the event, the state has taken initiatives 
to increase security at religious places which attracts 
large number of devotees on holidays.

East India
West Bengal
To promote the Buddhist circuit in Bengal among 
South East Asian countries ‘Travel Bengal 2013’ 
conclave was organised. The Government of West 
Bengal has also tied up with the governments of 
Jharkhand, Odisha, Bihar and Uttar Pradesh to be 
part of the circuit. To boost both global and domestic 
tourism, the state government has also decided to 
reduce the surcharge by 50% (on 2nd buy of fuels) in 
coming financial year. This reduction becomes 100 
% on surcharge at the airports of Cooch Behar and 
Malda. The State Tourism Department held a mega 
tourism road show in New Delhi in collaboration 
with the Confederation of Indian Industry to boost 
tourism promotion by projecting the State as a unique 
travel destination, focusing on the Durga Puja.

Aiming to be among the top five travel destinations, 
the state is working on two ambitious projects – 
ecotourism park in Jharkali in Sundarbans and Terai-
Dooars forest circuit in Gajoldoba near Siliguri. The 
state aims to increase inbound visitors to 30 million 
over the next two years. These two projects are 
expected to attract investments of Rs 5,000 crore. 
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Land and infrastructure will be provided by the 
government, while the other development work will 
be taken up on a PPP basis. Film tourism has also 
caught attention of the state and they are planning 
to open a single window to process requests for film 
shooting in the state. 

Odisha
The state has launched a new tourism policy; 
focussing heavily on subsidies for capital investment 
in tourism. The state is divided in 3 zones for 
incentive schemes – municipal areas, Kalahandi-
Bolangir-Koraput, Kandhamal and Gajapati districts 
and the rest of the state. The policy also talks about 
development of land and property banks at key 
tourist locations throughout the state. 

The state government has allocated Rs 133 crores 
to the tourism department in the 2013-14. A 13 
member special single window clearance committee 
for investment up to 50 crores has been formed 
to promote tourism and expedite tourism related 
projects. With a focus on infrastructure development 
and improving connectivity, they have prioritised 
communication and accommodation in 329 tourist 
spots. Private players were invited to invest through 
the PPP mode to develop accommodation facilities. 
The task force on tourism received 68 proposals for 
Rs 150 crore, mainly for hotel construction. 

North India
Uttarakhand 
Realising the tourism potential of the state, the 
government continues to promote tourism with less 
concern for impacts of tourism. To boost livelihood 
opportunities for the inhabitants, homestay tourism 
was promoted in Nanda Devi Biosphere Reserve. 
Approval was given to providing Rs 3.36 crore for the 
Nanda Devi Biosphere Reserve 2013-14 for natural 
resource management, infrastructure development, 
socio-economic activities, social welfare activities, 
ecotourism support, capacity building and awareness 
and institutional support.

The consequences of unchecked tourism in the state 
was only too evident in recent days when tragedy 
struck on 16th June 2013 with cloudbursts and extreme 
rains causing massive flooding and devastation in the 
state. The incident was estimated to have caused 
a loss of Rs. 12,000 crores to the state’s tourism 
industry. Following the incident, lack of impact 

assessment and assessment of tourism carrying 
capacity was raised by civil society organizations. 
However, there seems to be no significant 
changes in the approach of the state government. 
Attractions in Dehradun like Assan Barrage, Tiger 
Falls, Lakhmandal Temple, Hanol Temple, Vriksha 
Samadhi and Adventure Sports Centre are being 
planned. Other destinations identified are Bhimtal, 
a trekking trail from Naikuchiyatal, Pithoragarh to 
Chandak, Mastamanu Temple, Pithoragarh fort, and 
an adventure sports centre. The state has received a 
loan of Rs. 76 crore from Asian Development Bank 
to start development work at tourism destinations. 
To encourage investment in Uttarakhand the 
government plans to bring major changes in the 
tourism policy by providing tax exemptions to private 
players.

Himachal Pradesh 
For the year 2013 – 14, the state has allotted Rs. 283.9 
crores for development of tourism. Two circuit/ 
destinations (1) Integrated development of Buddhist 
Circuit in H.P and (2) Integrated development of 
Una-Nadaun as a tourist destination were prioritised 
by MoT. The Cabinet gave its consent to adopt a 
Sustainable Tourism Development Policy, 2013 based 
on global and national good practices, situational 
analysis, stakeholder engagements, rapid destination 
diagnostics and participatory planning exercises. It 
also consented to amend the Himachal Pradesh Tax 
on Luxuries (in hotels and lodging houses) Act, 1979 
by promulgating an ordinance to provide benefit of 
exemption of luxury tax for Homestay Scheme for 
next five years. 

The State Government has prepared a long term vision 
for the development of tourism and has targeted to 
increase contribution of tourism sector in the GSDP 
from the current level of 10% to 15% by the year 2020 
by developing tourist friendly infrastructure. The state 
has faced the brunt of negligence by government in 
maintenance of its highways. Landslides and poor 
condition of roads along the Chandigarh-Manali-Leh 
highway has affected arrival of tourists. 

Jammu and Kashmir
To boost tourism in the state, there are plans to 
provide incentives and subsidies to hospitality 
and accommodation sector, amusement parks, 
adventure activities and luxurious transport facilities. 
Three mega tourism projects (Sufi Circuit in Kashmir, 
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Pilgrimage Circuit in Jammu and Buddhist Circuit 
in Ladakh) of Rs 50 crore each for the 3 regions of 
the state are under the active consideration by the 
central government. 

For safeguarding the interests of tourists visiting 
Jammu and Kashmir, the State has enacted a special 
legislation “Jammu and Kashmir Registration of 
Tourist Trade Act, 1978/1982”. The industrial policy 
of the state for the period of 2002-15 recognizes 
ecotourism as a priority sector receiving subsidies 
from the state to promote tourism. The state also 
plans to provide a free insurance cover of Rs. 1 lakh 
against accidental death to all pilgrims holding valid 
permits for this year’s Amarnath Yatra. 

Cases of fake tour operators, rape of foreign women 
tourists and people’s protest against encroachment 
of grazing land for construction of Tulip Garden also 
found prominence in the media. There is an ambitious 
plan to train about 25,000 youth of the state to create 
skilled manpower for the industry which has been 
initiated with the support of the central government. 

North East India
The number of tourists, both domestic and 
international, heading for the northeast has gone up 
dramatically in the past year. Manipur, Tripura and 
Nagaland have witnessed 20-29% more foreign tourist 
arrivals while Arunachal Pradesh and Nagaland saw 
36-41% increase in domestic travellers. Manipur and 
Tripura registered a 39% increase in foreign tourist 
inflow last year while Nagaland registered a 41% rise 
in the number of domestic travellers.

North East Council is committed to fund tourism 
projects and special economic zones to boost trade 
and economy. The budget allocation for plans / 
projects / schemes for the benefit of North East 
region and Sikkim has been hiked from Rs 121 crore 
to Rs 129 crore. The allocation under infrastructure 
is for construction of budget hotels, wayside 
amenities, tourist reception centres, refurbishment 
of monuments, special tourism projects, rural 
tourism, adventure and sports facilities, sound and 
light shows, illumination of monuments, providing 
for improvement in solid waste management 
and sewerage management and procurement of 
equipment directly related to tourism. This provision 
also relates to large revenue generating projects, 
generating revenue through levy of fees or user 

charges like tourist trains, cruise vessels, cruise 
terminals, convention centre, golf courses, creation 
of land banks and building hotels through public 
private partnerships. 
 
Assam
The State Govt. has endeavoured to intensify private 
sector investment. Participation of private sector in 
management and development of tourism projects 
already set up and at present 45 projects / units 
are run by the tourism development corporation in 
association with the private sector.

Sikkim
In an effort to encourage local people to engage 
with tourism industry, the state has provided 
50% exemption in all state taxes except VAT. The 
exemption would be given to bonafide residents of 
Sikkim who are in the business of travel, hotels and 
tourism. The exemption would be for the annual 
licence and licence of renewal fees, education and 
environmental cess, service tax and taxes paid to the 
labour and tourism department every year.

Manipur
To create awareness about the intangible heritage 
of a community, to recognise local traditions and 
its reflection in the community’s cultural diversity, 
“Sankirtana: a ritual singing, drumming and dancing 
of Manipur” is on the representative list of the 
UNESCO Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.

South India
Karnataka
The state has been promoting tourism with a caption 
of “One state, Many worlds”. The state envisages 
making tourism Karnataka’s principal and largest 
economic activity by becoming one of the top two 
tourism destinations in India by 2016-17. The tourism 
policy envisages private investment of Rs. 25,000 
crore over the period of 2009-14. The state plans to 
establish the Kaveri Tourism Authority, the Cubbon 
Park Management Authority, organise activities like 
the Karnataka Travel Mart, Pravasi Karnataka Divasa, 
Nethrani Beach festival, Talakadu Kaveri Festival, 
Nrityotsava at Nandi Hills and Pattadakallu, Bidar Fort 
Festival with private participation. In addition, setting 
up of tourism interpretation centres and plazas, 
adoption of tourism centres under CSR, publication 
of investment-friendly tourism policy, ecotourism 
strategy, tourism plaza to provide all tourist services 
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under a single roof and new tourism human resource 
development policy are being planned.

The new government in Karnataka has set up a 
Tourism Vision group in October 2013. The Vision 
group has recommended emphasis on Sustainable 
Tourism, to update tourism policy and to modify and 
introduce the new Tourism Trade Facilitation Act to 
make it easier for businesses in the sector to operate. 
In the state budget of 2014-15, Rs. 50 crores has been 
provided to implement the recommendations made 
by the Karnataka Tourism Vision Group.

Tamil Nadu
The Vision Tamil Nadu 2023 document, released in 
2012, envisages rapid growth in all sectors including 
tourism. It plans for an investment of Rs. 10,000 
crores in the tourism and hospitality sectors through 
government and private investments.

In the 2013-14 state budget, Rs. 153.95 crore has 
been provided for tourism. Rs. 67.91 crores has 
been allocated to the special tourism project for 
strengthening the infrastructure in selected tourism 
spots in the eastern tourism circuit. The southern 
tourism circuit including Western Ghats is being 
implemented with the financial support of the Asian 
Development Bank at a cost of Rs. 450 crore. 

The government plans to set up a world class 
oceanarium at a cost of Rs. 250 cr through the Tamil 
Nadu Tourism Development Corporation under 
Public-Private-Partnership with the technical support 
of the Fisheries Department. There is a push to 
develop the Madurai – Tuticorin Industrial Corridor 
that includes creating manufacturing regions – 
one agri-business region, two business investment 
regions, a special tourism zone, one rural tourism hub 
and one knowledge hub.

Kerala
Infrastructural development and beautification 
of tourism sites continues to be the focus area of 
intervention. The government plans to develop 
the south beach as a major tourist destination. The 
project plan includes beautification of the stretch, 
setting up of an entrance gate, seating arrangements, 
high mast lights, hand rails, rain shelters, e-toilets, 
cafeteria, construction of pavilion and amphitheatre, 
setting up of the first beach-side children’s park 
and maintenance and repair of the sea wall in the 
region to ensure protection from sea erosion. The 

Department of Tourism has earmarked Rs 3.85 crore 
to carry out these activities. 

To  minimize  the negative economic, environmental 
and social impacts of tourism, the State has 
implemented Responsible Tourism (RT) in four 
destinations – Kovalam, Kumarakom, Thekkady and 
Wayanad. To strengthen the RT initiative, the state 
has limited entitlement of capital subsidy and power 
tariff concessions only to RT compliant units which 
were earlier open to any new tourism unit. Taking 
the initiative forward the DoT decided to declare 
Kumarakom as a global responsible tourist destination. 
However, the declaration was put on hold on realising 
that more work is needed to be done. The state later 
won the World Tourism Organisation’s (UNWTO) 
Ulysses Award for its innovative ‘Responsible Tourism’ 
project in Kumarakom in recognition of successfully 
linking between local community, hospitality industry 
and government departments. In phase 2, the state 
plans to include Kumbalangi in Ernakulam, Vythiri 
and Ambalavayal in Waynad and Bekal in Kasargod. 

Focus to develop tourism on the coast and backwater 
region continues. The state has received Rs. 47.62 crore 
from CFA for development of the backwater circuit 
in Alappuzha. The project will involve construction of 
houseboat terminals at Arookutty, Thaneermukkom, 
Pallathuruthy, Nedumudi, Kanjipadam, Thottappally 
and Kaymkullam; night halt terminals at Vattakayal 
West and Karumadi Vilakkumaram; development 
of micro destinations at Vayamkara Chira, Pandy, 
Thazhuppu and Kuthiravattomchira; development 
of beaches at Arthukal and Thottappally and 
development of Alappuzha town as the central 
destination of the circuit. The state also plans to 
launch the Shanghumughom beach beautification 
project, estimated to cost Rs. 4.2 crore. 

To increase connectivity between major tourism 
destinations, a seaplane project was planned 
connecting Kumarakom, Kollam, Bekal, Bolgatty and 
Munnar with the airports at Thiruvananthapuram, 
Cochin and Kozhikode as base stations. Project 
Muziris is launched to reinstate the historical and 
cultural significance of the port of Muziris. 

However, the state has also been in the news for 
flourishing sex tourism, flesh trade in houseboats, 
increasing rate of violence against women, 
alcoholism and drug abuse, conversion of wetland 
and paddy fields into industrial land, lack of efficacy 
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in the RT initiative in Kumarakom, pollution of water 
bodies, loss of livelihoods of local people and illegal 
construction threatening existence of the multi-
purpose reservoir. Recognising the growing instances 
of harassment and misbehaviour to the tourists at 
the destinations, the tourism policy 2012 introduced 
the scheme of Tourist Wardens. The state has taken 
the initiative to launch the 24/7 ‘She Taxi’ services 
driven and owned by women to ensure safe travel 
for women at all hours. They have also launched 
the Nirbhaya scheme to combat sexual violence and 
sex trafficking for which they have sanctioned Rs 7.5 
crores. 

West India
Goa 
The state has witnessed an increase of 12% in tourist 
arrival which is attributed to aggressive marketing 
and PR campaigns along with regular participation in 
domestic and international roadshows. The state has 
won the PATWA award for the ‘Best Destination in 
Relaxation, Watersports and Entertainment’.

The Goa Department of Tourism plans to develop 
tourism in hinterlands and has earmarked 500 
crore for the same. With plans to promote Goa 
as a destination for MICE (meetings, incentives, 
conferences and exhibitions), weddings, religious and 
wellness and health tours, Goa Tourism Development 
Corporation is conducting exhibitions and other 
events to promote the State among the travel trade 
across the country. Last year, the state has also taken 
initiatives to safeguard the interests of local people 
based on a submission they received linked to the 
mega music events. These music events employ a 
number of local people, however with the changing 
scenarios the companies organising these events 
bring there own workforce from outside the state. 
The tourism department has proposed modification 
of guidelines to be followed.

The need to examine proposals for mega events from 
environmental point of view has been recognised 
and the state level event permission committee 
may consider this additional requirement in future. 
Issues related to pollution, traffic and sound pollution 
during mega music festival, ending single window 
system for all Goan events, increase in involvement 
of foreigners in criminal cases, increase in paedophilia 
are issues being raised by the people.  

Maharashtra
Rural tourism, pilgrim tourism and seaplane projects 
received attention from the state department of 
tourism last year. The state government has allotted 
Rs. 25 crores for rural pilgrimage development 
scheme and Rs. 50 crore for rural tourism in the 
Konkan region. To boost tourism in the coastal area, 
Maharashtra Tourism Development Corporation 
(MTDC) launched seaplane service between 
Mumbai and Aamby Valley and more destinations 
are being identified to launch this service. To develop 
infrastructure for tourism, land acquisition for the sea 
world project in Sindhudurg, the state has allotted 
Rs. 285 crore in the budget 2013-14. Launching luxury 
bus services and opening tourist information centres 
are planned to increase the connectivity as well as 
increase in tourist arrivals. To conserve and preserve 
monuments and natural resources in the Ajanta-
Ellora region, the state has commissioned tourist 
visitor centres – Ajanta Visitor Centre  and  Ellora 
Visitor Centre  near the World Heritage Sites of 
Ajanta and Ellora caves. 

Gujarat
The state is working on a new tourism policy that 
will focus on infrastructure development and 
encourage private sector investment. There was a 
hike in budget allocation for tourism from Rs. 240 
crore in 2012-13 to Rs. 380 crore in 2013-14. Leasing 
out of hotels operated by the Tourism Corporation 
of Gujarat Limited under the Toran brand, to private 
operators for upgradation and operation is planned. 
An ‘Integrated Tourism Development Plan’ including 
ecotourism, eco-trails, jungle stays and desert safaris 
for 37 destinations is in the pipeline. The state also 
plans to promote adventure sports, coastal tourism, 
dolphin tourism and golf tourism.

Boost to infrastructural development may lead 
to issues related to land. Under DMIC, the state 
is expected to benefit as more than 60% of total 
investment is likely to be in Gujarat. Seven DMIC 
industrial cities will receive financial assistance of 
Rs 17,500 crores at an average of Rs 2500 crores per 
city (subject to a ceiling of Rs 3000 crore per city). 
Of the seven, one is in Gujarat in the first phase. The 
contribution of the State Government will be in the 
form of land. 
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Tourism and Different Sections of 
Society
Sexual exploitation of children and child labour is 
of grave concern in the tourism sector. Based on 
the provisional data for the Sectoral Child Labour 
Census 2010, the share of child labour to the total 
work force in the sectors of hotels and restaurants 
is 10.47%, in retail and wholesale trade is 8.05% and 
manufacturing (household level) is 15.37%. All these 
sectors have direct and indirect links to tourism. 
This of course fails to take into account the children 
working on the streets and /or in sex work simply 
because they are not enumerated. The 2006 ban 
on child labour in the hospitality industry (by the 
Ministry of Labour) rubbed the sheen off tourism 
brochures by its categorisation of the hospitality 
industry as hazardous in the context of child labour. 
However very little has been done to implement the 
ban in any sensible or systemic way and reactions of 
law enforcement officials have been mostly knee jerk 
resulting in further harassment and abuse of children. 

As part of ‘Safe and Honourable Tourism’ initiative, 
sensitization workshops are being held across 
the country to increase awareness on the issue 
of protection of children in tourism and the 
implementation of the S & H Code. However with 
no mechanism set in place to monitor the progress, 
implementation of the Code remains weak. In India, 
majority of states constituted the State Commission 
for Protection of Child Rights (SCPCR). The National 
Advisory Council (NAC) has recommended that the 
Child Labour (Prohibition and Regulation) Act be 
amended in sync with the Right to Education (RTE) 
Act. Another amendment proposed by the Ministry 
of Labour and Employment is to ban all forms of 
child labour systems, including hazardous and non-
hazardous categories. 

Some of the major trends related to women are 
increasing rate of violence against women such as 
exploitation through sex tourism & forced sex work, 
harassment of women travellers, objectification of 
women in context of tribal tours, non-recognition 
of women working in informal sector as part of the 
tourism industry and ignorance of issues of women 
living in and around tourism destinations.

In response to the series of harassment of women 
travellers, a 24-hour toll-free helpline for tourists 
proposed by the Indian Association of Tour Operators 

(IATO), the apex body of the tourism industry 
has been approved by MoT. These incidents have 
caused a 25% decline in foreign women travellers. 
MoT has launched a sensitisation campaign ‘I 
respect women’. An advisory has been posted on the 
Ministry of Tourism website indicating that India a 
safe destination for international tourists including 
women. Tourist police at prominent tourist spots and 
emphasising the need to adopt the ‘Code of Conduct 
for Safe & Honourable Tourism’ is also being spoken 
about. 

Issues of women in informal sector of tourism industry 
continue to be ignored. While the link between 
handicraft products and tourism is recognised, 
however the challenges faced by artisans such as 
lack of capital, increasing cost of raw materials, poor 
access to market and poor outreach of the initiatives 
taken by the Ministry of Textile remain unaddressed. 
A recent move of the government to change the 
definition of handloom is an added burden since as 
per the new proposed definition; the power-loom 
will be able to make the claim of handloom.
 
The Supreme Court in 2013 December stayed a 2009 
ruling by Delhi High Court that had decriminalised 
gay sex. The verdict witnessed huge protests across 
the country. At state level, there are initiatives taken 
to bring transgenders into the mainstream. Last year, 
the Karnataka government announced the Mythri 
scheme for transgender community under which a 
monthly pension of Rs. 500 is paid to the members 
of sexuality minorities who are in the age group of 18 
to 64 years.

Issues in Tourism
Promotion of infrastructure building through PPP 
and FDIs continues. Tourism sector is seen as high 
priority sector and Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) 
up to 100%, under the automatic route is permitted 
in ‘Hotels & Tourism Sector’, subject to applicable 
laws/regulations, security and other conditionalities. 
To encourage more FDIs, the government has 
simplified the guidelines of investment and brought 
in the revised rules in April 2013. As a result, many 
countries have invested in tourism. For example, using 
their knowledge and experience with bullet train 
technology, Japan is investing in building high speed 
railway systems in the country. Further, land is being 
acquired to facilitate industrial development which 
has huge implication for tourism. A large portion of 
land is dedicated to tourism under the Delhi-Mumbai 
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Corridor (DMIC) industrial initiative. However, such 
models of safeguarding investors’ interest do have 
impacts on the interest of local people.

While the focus of the sector continues on large 
revenue generating projects through FDIs and 
PPP, the sector refuses to recognise impacts of 
such initiatives on social, cultural, political and 
environment aspects of the tourism destinations. 
The sector claims to generate employment for local 
community but to the extent of serving the needs 
of hospitality sector only. Contribution of informal 
sector in tourism industry continues at the cost of 
exploitation of people, especially women, children 
and sexuality minority communities. Pushing PPP 
and FDIs in tourism speaks volumes about the sector 
wanting community participation in tourism.   Under 
these models, communities do not have a say in 
decision-making process and these models primarily 
serve the interests of private players.

Informalisation along with feminisation of 
labour, exploitative working conditions and local 
livelihoods being compromised are outcome of such 
development. Voices of people living in and around 
tourism destinations are not heard. 

The need for protection of the coastal ecology and 
livelihoods of local communities from industrial 
activities and tourism continues even today. 
A continuing trend is the violation of the CRZ 
notification by the tourism industry along the coast 
and the demand of the tourism industry and state 
tourism departments for relaxation of this regulation 
for tourism. The Island Protection Zone (IPZ) 
notification applicable to the Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands and Lakshadweep, does not even consider 
tourism as a sector that needs stringent regulation 
especially as the Islands are looking at tourism to 
boost their economy.

Increasing lands under forest cover in covert ways 
like demarcating core and buffer zones, declaring 
corridors, private forests, banning agriculture are 
leading to dispossessing and displacing people of 
their lands, limiting and denying access to resources, 
and impacting their culture and identity. The 
accelerating loss of biodiversity in the Western Ghats 
is affecting the lives and livelihoods of people in 
the area, to which tourism is a contributing factor. 
Declaring natural sites as heritage sites is another 
issue whose impacts need to be explored. Ecotourism 

has resulted in conflicting interest of adivasis, state 
and other stakeholders. With the recently developed 
ecotourism guidelines, there has been an effort 
to establish tourism as a way to conservation and 
community participation. There is a greater push for 
more greenfield airports, air-strips in remote areas, 
sea planes for increased connectivity between 
islands. Impacts of such initiatives need to be 
examined.

OUR WORK IN 2013 – 2014 
Networking Interventions
EQUATIONS endeavours to achieve its mission in 
collaboration with network partners. Over the last 
year, we continued our engagement with diverse 
groups. We have been in solidarity with people’s 
movements like the All India Forum of Forest 
Movement, All India Union of Forest Working People, 
All India Trade Union Congress, All India Federation 
of Handloom Organisations, National Alliance of 
Peoples Movements, National Fishworkers Forum 
and Safai Karmachari Andolan, and various struggles 
and movements linked to land, forest rights, coastal 
and environmental groups and informal sector 
(vendors, artisans, sex workers). 

Our alliances with civil society organisations and 
groups on child rights, women’s rights, sexuality 
minority communities and monitoring groups on 
IFI’s, PPP, forest rights, dams and mining, adivasi 
rights, globalisation and trade networks in the 
country continued.

At the regional level we worked closely with the 
Centre for Responsible Tourism, Children’s Rights 
in Goa, Council for Social Justice and Peace, Jan 
Ugahi (Goa), Satar Gaon nu Adivasis Sangathan 
(Gujarat), Himalaya Niti Abhiyan (Himachal 
Pradesh), Alternative Law Forum, Association 
for Promoting Social Action, Beedhi Vyaparigala 
Hakkotaya Andolana, Bengaluru Bus Prayanikara 
Vedike, Jansahyog, Karnataka Sex Workers Union, 
Karnataka Sexuality Minority Forum, Praja Rajkiya 
Vedike, People’s Union of Civil Liberties, Samanvaya 
Karnataka, Samara, Sangama and Slum Janandolana 
(Karnataka), Kerala Shastra Sahitya Parishat, Kerala 
Swathantra Malsya Thozilali Federation, Kumarakom 
Nature Club (Kerala), Vikas Samvad (Madhya 
Pradesh), Indigenous People (Manipur), Intercultural 
Network of Development and Peace (Puducherry), 
Dhan Foundation (Tamil Nadu), Disha, Sundarbans 
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Jan Shramjeevi Manch (West Bengal), Young Women 
Christian Association on addressing tourism issues.

In solidarity with our international partners, we 
engaged with CETIM, a Geneva based organisation, 
Kuoni, a Swiss tour operator and academia from the 
University of South Australia and Hawai’i, on a Pacific 
Response Indigenous Network on Tourism.

We have continued our engagement with various 
central and state level Ministries and other 
government bodies such as the Ministry of Tourism, 
Department of Tourism, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh 
Tourism Development Corporation, Karnataka 
Ecotourism Development Board, Karnataka 
Department of Women and Child Development and 
the Kerala State Commission for the Protection of 
Child Rights.

With the Ministry of Tourism, we have engaged 
with them on the National Tourism Policy, National 
Ecotourism Policy, on the Sustainable Tourism 
Criteria for India, Safe and Honourable Tourism Code 
and on Skill Development. On the proposal to the 
Ministry of Tourism on Protective Mechanisms, we 
have been in touch with the United Nations Office 
for Drugs and Crime to submit a joint proposal. 

In recognition of our work on ecotourism, 
EQUATIONS was invited to be a member of 
the committee formed by Karnataka Ecotourism 
Development Board (KEDB) to develop the 
framework and strategy for implementation of the 
NTCA guidelines for Karnataka. EQUATIONS was 
invited by the Federation of Karnataka Chambers 
of Commerce and Industry (FKCCI), to serve as a 
Member of the Tourism Committee of FKCCI for the 
year 2013-14. 

In terms of tourism industry engagements, 
EQUATIONS was invited by Rainforest Retreat to 
investigate a land grabbing case by the prominent 
time share company. We continue our engagement 
with Gypsyfeet to take forward work in Assam and 
Meghalaya. Spice Root Cooperative Society was 
open to EQUATIONS documenting their initiative 
as a part of our work on community based tourism. 
We were invited by the Ecotourism Society of India 
where we presented on tourism’s accountability to 
local communities and social justice. Our work on 
engaging with the Safe and Honourable Tourism 
Code continued as we were invited by the Institute 

of Hotel Management and Catering Technology 
(Kovalam, Kerala) to conduct a session for members 
of the tourism industry. Through our work on the 
issue of women and on the rights of workers we have 
been in touch with the Hotel Employees Federation 
of India. 

To build awareness on tourism issues with 
students and academics we engaged with the 
Indian Association of Women Studies, the Student 
Conference on Conservation Science-Bangalore 
and tourism teaching institutions like the National 
Institute for Tourism and Hospitality Management 
(Andhra Pradesh), Christ University, Garden City 
College, Jyoti Nivas College, Oxford Institute of 
Hotel Management (Karnataka), Department of 
Tourism, Pondicherry University and the Indira 
Gandhi National Open University.

Institutions, Policies and Tourism 
Models
With the restructuring of programmes from the 
year 2013-14, the networking role is now played by 
all programme staff of the organisation. To develop 
a common understanding of the expectations of 
the process and of networking, a guideline titled 
‘Networking for Change’ has been developed. A 
2-day capacity building workshop was conducted on 
equipping the programme team with hands on skill in 
November 2013. This has helped the staff understand 
skills that they have as well as gaps that they need to 
work on.

A broad plan of action was prepared for initiating 
the National Tourism Forum. In the course of this 
planning, EQUATIONS will work towards facilitating 
the creation of tourism platforms (issues / destination 
/ region based) and the form, nature of work and 
objectives would be collectively arrived at by the 
group that is formed. Consolidation at the state and 
centre would take place in the manner that would 
organically emerge. 

Programme for Social Action (PSA) had invited 
EQUATIONS to be a part of “Jashn-e-Sangharsh”- 
a coming together of people’s movements which is 
a platform to share and collectively reflect on and 
celebrate their struggles in January 2014 in Chirala, 
Andhra Pradesh. We chaired a session on Key 
Challenges to Political Movements. We were also 
invited to PSA General Body Meeting and to serve on 
the Board for the period 2014-2016, which we have 
accepted.
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Public meeting of People’s Movements, Chirala, Andhra Pradesh

Political satire at Jashn-e-Sangharsh, 3rd Celebration of People’s Movement at Chirala, Andhra Pradesh
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The Young Women’s Christian Association (YWCA) 
held their 29th National convention in February 
2014 in Kumarakom, Kerala. Representatives of 86 
YWCAs from across the country participated in the 
convention. We received an invite to facilitate a 1 ½ 
hour session on ecotourism. Through the workshop, 
we were able to influence their perspective on 
tourism by sharing different frameworks. An outcome 
of the workshop was that YWCA’s strategy for their 
accommodation units in ecotourism destinations was 
initiated. We also had an opportunity to disseminate 
our publications which resulted in intense discussions 
on impacts of tourism, different perspectives of 
tourism as well as the importance of community 
participation in tourism.  

In continuation of our engagement with local groups 
linked to tourism development in Kevadia area, 
EQUATIONS participated in a meeting organised by 
Satar Gaon nu Adivasis Sangathan.  There are many 
issues that this region is witnessing – the 6 villages 
that have not yet been considered project affected 
because of the Sardar Sarovar Dam, Garudeshwar 
weir that is proposed, issues linked to Panchayat 
Extension to Schedule Areas and Forest Rights Act 
implementation, changes in local self governance 
with the Kevadia Area Development Authority 
coming in and a 2000 crore tourism project on the 
banks of the river Narmada. Key outcomes were to 
study the impacts that each of the developments will 
have individually and as a whole. 

Site for construction of Garudeshwar wier, Gujarat

Public meeting to voice concerns on developments in and around Kevadia, Indravarna village, Gujarat
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Tourism has been acknowledged as a key contributor 
to the disaster in Uttarakhand caused by a glacial 
lake overflowing into a temple town of Kedarnath 
and the heavy rainfalls that was witnessed in the 
districts where the Char Dham Yatra (pilgrimage to 
4 holy destinations) is conducted. In this context we 
met with a member of a group working on climate 
change issues to understand the current situation 
in the disaster affected regions and perspective of 
people living in these regions. An outcome of this 
meeting was a study, which is being planned on the 
current bed capacity on the route of the Char Dham 
Yatra with an intention to influence the government 
to undertake a detailed carrying capacity study with 
respect to tourism and to adopt this as one of the 
methods to regulate the unhindered and senseless 
tourism development that the region has been 
witnessing for the past 20 years. 

Following our engagement last year with the process 
of networking with Safai Karmachari Andolan towards 
a counter campaign to the Ministry’s Campaign 
Clean India (CCI), we were able to establish a formal 
collaboration to look at issues of manual scavenging 
in selected tourism destinations and the implications 
of CCI on this.

We continued working on the idea of a dossier on 
tourism in the north east region as a strategy to 
highlight tourism issues. In the process, we invited 
North-East Studies Research Centre at the Jawaharlal 
Nehru University to contribute. However, they found 
difficult to contribute due to their pre-occupation 
with the issues which are currently detrimental to 
the region like the issue of conflict and border trade 
among others. Three articles have been identified and 
we plan to write to the authors seeking permission to 
include them in the dossier. We have also been in 
touch with people we collaborate with in Manipur, 
who will write an overview paper for the publication. 
They will also help us identify potential designers so 
that the cover page and design will hold meaning for 
people of the region.

EQUATIONS has been documenting community 
based tourism (CBT) initiatives from across the 
country as well as analysing from secondary data, 
initiatives that are already documented. The last 
case study documented in the series was of Spice 
Root Cooperative Society in Hulgol, Karnataka.  We 
plan to bring our a publication, which will serve as 
a tool to advocate with the Ministry of Tourism to 
evolve appropriate policies and models, and to share 
with civil society organisations implementing these 
initiatives so as to learn from existing experiences.

Community Owned Spice Root Guest House in Hulgol, Karnataka



15

Namphake, Assam: An outcome of the visit to Assam 
in January 2013 was the need to support the youth of 
Nam Phake village who are already involved in CBT 
through building their capacities on the business 
side of tourism. In discussion with Gypsyfeet, a 
2-day workshop in the coming year is planned where 
experts in the field of CBT will be invited. 

Sustainable Ecotourism project in 
Chinnaveerampattinam: Intercultural Network of 
Development and Peace, Puducherry requested 
EQUATIONS to help them in their initiative on 
sustainable ecotourism. To understand the context, 
EQUATIONS visited Chinnaveerampatinam and 
felt that understanding about community process 
among people on tourism and CBT was limited. To 
build awareness about tourism from the community 
perspective, two separate meetings with inland and 
marine community people was proposed. As a start, 
a one day interaction with their core team (which 
includes people from the village) is planned during 
the first week of April 2014.

Demonstration Project – CBT in Sundarbans: 
EQUATIONS received an invitation from the 
Sunderbans Jan Shramjeevi Manch to support 
CBT initiatives on 2 islands – Shamsernagar and 
Kumirmari in the Sundarbans region. We visited both 
islands to understand the context, current tourism 
practices and possibilities for community based 
tourism. Based on observations, it was decided that 
Kumirmari (Sundarbans) would be a better option to 
initiate the CBT process as there is a need, interest 
and enthusiasm in the community to be part of this 
process. A follow-up process would be initiated in 
the coming year.

Public meeting on community based tourism, Sunderbans, 
West Bengal

As a follow-up to the people’s policy work in Goa 
initiated by the Centre for Responsible Tourism (CRT) 
last year, EQUATIONS shared two base papers – 1. 
Community Based Tourism and 2. Tourism trends in 
India. We are awaiting further intimation about how 
the process will be taken forward.

A visit to Himachal Pradesh was made with the 
objective to discuss with Himalaya Niti Abhiyan 
(HNA) about areas of future collaboration. The key 
issues discussed were: follow up of the people’s 
policy work initiated in 2011 which did not proceed in 
the interim as planned due to the natural catastrophe 
during the monsoons of 2013 and with HNA working 
towards the implementation of the Scheduled 
Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers 
(Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006 (FRA). Issues 
of governance in tourism, follow up on the proposed 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) natural heritage tag for the 
Great Himalayan National Park, issues of forests, 
communities and tourism (FCT) and possibilities of 
monitoring and mobilising in the context of an Asian 
Development Bank (ADB) project on tourism were 
also discussed. An action plan to take forward work 
on the UNESCO issue and governance in tourism 
through a study on the informal sector associations/ 
unions was decided upon.

Regarding the work on the UNESCO heritage tag, 
it was decided that public consultations would be 
conducted and a people’s report would be submitted 
to UNESCO. As per the plan, EQUATIONS shared 
with HNA a framework which could form the basis 
of public consultations. 

Tracking and analysing tourism trends on diverse 
thematic issues related to tourism across the country, 
forms an important part of our work. Two students of 
travel and tourism were assigned the task of writing 
brief notes on tourism trends and development over 
the past 2 years in the states of Assam, Gujarat and 
West Bengal. This experiment has proved to be 
helpful both for the students and us. While we have 
an updated analysis of tourism trends, the students 
learn about the impacts of tourism, which is highly 
inadequately dealt with in their course.

To take forward our work on policy advocacy, we 
visited different officials at the Ministry of Tourism 
with the objective of being updated on latest 
developments and to share our views on tourism 
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policy, ecotourism policy, Code of Conduct for 
Safe and Honourable Tourism, Sustainable Tourism 
Criteria of India (STCI) and Skill development and 
rural tourism schemes with the Ministry. 

As an outcome of EQUATIONS meeting with the 
Secretary, Ministry of Tourism, it was decided that 
we would share with the Ministry our comments on 
the tourism policy. While EQUATIONS had spoken 
about an entire overhaul of the policy, the Secretary 
shared that they would be open to making a few 
changes to the existing policy, but would not be 
willing to open the entire policy up for discussion. 
Accordingly, we are in the process of compiling our 
comments and highlighting specific changes to be 
made. 

In our discussion with the Secretary, we also stressed 
on bringing out a new Ecotourism policy in view of 
the numerous developments that have taken place 
on the issue. The current policy that is in force 
was developed in 1998. The Secretary was open to 
the idea of a new Ecotourism policy and has asked 
EQUATIONS to submit a document. The process of 
how this will be worked on is being thought through.

We also met with the Asstt. Director General of the 
Travel Trade Division to share our concerns on the 
implementation of the Safe and Honourable Tourism 
Code and the inadequate mechanisms that are in 
place. Details are given under the Society, Culture 
and Tourism section.

On the lines of the Global Sustainable Tourism 
Criteria (GSTC), Ministry of Tourism has finalized 
the Sustainable Tourism Criteria for India (STCI) 
in February 2012. STCI includes principles and 
indicators for sustainable tourism practices for the 
tour operators and accommodation sector, the two 
most important segments of the tourism industry. 
We met with the Director, to share our concern that 
the implementation is on voluntary basis and is not 
binding on the tourism enterprises as well as certain 
additions to the STCI itself. They were open to both 
our feedback and suggestions. Accordingly, we are in 
the process of finalising our feedback and will take 
this forward in the coming year. 

Skill development and rural tourism schemes of the 
Ministry: Several of the organisations we work with 
have expressed their intent to initiate CBT initiatives 
with a 3-fold objectives: 1. As a method of retaining 

control over the natural resources, 2. To be involved 
in tourism decision making and 3. As a supplementary 
livelihood option. However, skill and monetary 
resources have been identified as one of the biggest 
hurdles to communities being able to succeed in their 
endeavours. We discussed with relevant officials the 
different schemes of the Ministry and the process to 
access them.
 
The overall learning from these interactions has been 
that the Ministry is willing to engage and is open to 
some extent if there are organisations willing to take 
on some responsibilities of outreach. However on 
the other hand, we may not receive the support if 
these measures will result in a change to the power 
equations which currently exist in tourism.

At state level, EQUATIONS was invited by the 
Federation of Indian Export Organisations and 
the Ministry of Development of North East States 
(DONER) to present on the Status of Tourism in 
NE States, Potentials, Infrastructure Requirement, 
Issues that need Government Intervention and 
Future Growth Strategy. We shared our thoughts 
and concerns on tourism trends, issues and policies 
in the NE region.

In Karnataka, EQUATIONS was invited to be a 
member of the Tourism committee of the Federation 
of Karnataka Chambers of Commerce and Industry 
(FKCCI) for the 2nd year. In the past year, our 
experience on engaging with the committee on 
critical issues in tourism was not encouraging but 
we decided to attempt it one more time. During 
a meeting we attended we raised issues linked to 
sustainable tourism, involvement of the SME and 
informal sector in the Dakshin Utsav (Pride of South 
India) that is being planned as well as white paper on 
economic impacts of tourism in Karnataka.

In June 2013, Department of Tourism, Kerala and 
the Kerala Institute of Tourism and Travel Studies 
organised an International Responsible Tourism 
Conference Responsible Tourism: Looking back, 
moving ahead in Kumarakom. As an outcome to the 
Conference, Kumarakom was to be declared as a 
global responsible tourist destination. 

Given the implications, an effort to strategise and 
plan for action against such a declaration, was 
initiated in collaboration with the Kumarakom 
Nature Club and the Kerala Shastra Sahitya Parishat. 
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A preliminary investigation was conducted to gauge 
the implementation of the RT initiative by meeting 
the Samruddhi group, Panchayat President, Kottayam 
Nature Society, accommodation, houseboat, auto and 
taxi driver unions and the state level field coordinator 
of RT initiative. Through these discussions we came 
to realise that the level of engagement of people 
from the destination in the various tourism sectors 
has reduced or is non-existent in some instances. We 
participated in the conference and raised questions 
from the floor. The declaration did not take place as 
the organisers themselves felt that more work on RT 
needs to be done. We feel that some questioning and 
discussions during the preliminary investigation could 
also have been a reason for the non-declaration. 
Subsequently, however the UNWTO Ulysses Award 
for Innovation in Public Policy and Governance was 
given to Kumarakom. We feel a letter of objection 
to UNWTO should have been sent and see this as a 
missed opportunity to campaign as we believe that 
the Department of Tourism has a long way to go on 
implementing Responsible Tourism. 

International Networking
The Ecotourism Society of India in collaboration 
with the Madhya Pradesh Tourism Development 
Corporation organised a 2-day international 
conference on ecotourism ‘Bhopal International 
Conference on Sustainable Tourism’ in April 2013. 
EQUATIONS was invited to speak during the 
session ‘Ecotourism Framework in India: Stakeholder 
experiences of challenges and opportunities, and the 
potential for collaboration’, where we presented on 
tourism’s accountability to local communities and 
social justice. The audience was mainly the tourism 
industry operating in and around forest areas and 
a few government officials. The presentation was 
initially received with a lot of resistance, reaffirming 
to us that the tourism industry does not wish to be 
accountable and especially to local communities. 
However, some key individuals within the group 
acknowledged that the tourism industry probably 
needed to be more responsible and accountable than 
it currently is.

EQUATIONS was approached by a researcher 
working with Kuoni, a Swiss tour operator to share 
comments on how their activities have an impact 
on human rights in India as part of Kuoni human 
rights impact assessment. Some of the key issues 
highlighted were that of worker’s rights, leakages 

from the economy, relationship between the formal 
and informal sector and issues of ethics around land 
acquisition. 
 
EQUATIONS was requested by CETIM, a Geneva 
based organisation that contests the prevailing 
assessment of the Western mode of development to 
contribute towards their publication on the impacts 
of mega sporting events on people in southern 
countries. Based on our work on the Commonwealth 
Games in Delhi in 2010 we sent an abridged version 
of our article titled ‘Humanity-Equality-Destiny?’ 
Implicating Tourism in the Commonwealth Games 
2010 that had featured in Contours publication of 
Ecumenical Coalition for Tourism.

EQUATIONS was invited by two academics from 
the University of South Australia and the University 
of Hawai’i, Manoa to be a part of the Pacific 
Response Indigenous Network on Tourism (PRINT). 
The approach was to link and create foundations 
for relationships between the micro experiences 
of Hawai’i, the regional experiences of the Pacific 
and the macro context of global resistance to 
inappropriate and exploitative forms of tourism. 
Two key activities planned was the formation of a 
working group (PRINT) and a meeting in Hawai’i – to 
Revisit the Hawai’i Declaration of 1989, undertake a 
fact-finding mission to assess the current impacts of 
tourism on Hawai’i and Kanaka Ma’oli and publish a 
report.

Economics of Tourism
The focus of network building for EQUATIONS 
in the context of economics of tourism was in the 
informal and formal sectors of the tourism industry. 
These are also the sectors where we have had 
limited engagement in the past. As a follow up to 
initial discussions with Hotel Employee Federation of 
India (HEFOI) held during the workshop organised 
by Society, Culture and Tourism programme in 
collaboration with Indian Association for Women’s 
Studies (IAWS), EQUATIONS visited Mumbai, 
where the Federation is head quartered to explore 
possibilities of future collaborative work. The office 
bearers we met shared that they would like support 
in building the women base within the unions. 
EQUATIONS has committed to working with the 
Karnataka chapter on this. While we have worked on 
a plan of action for this, we are yet to communicate 
with HEFOI and initiate this process. We also 
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participated at an Advanced 
Education Training Programme 
organised by HEFOI in Bangalore 
in November 2013. 

To take forward our work on tour 
guides, we aim to understand 
their basic needs and problems, 
help them to be able to bring 
about best-practices and 
influence policy formation for 
providing social security, safe 
working environment and resolve 
problems of exploitation such as 
erratic wages, licensing and abuse. 
An intern worked on a small study 
of the licensed and non-licensed 
guides to illustrate a possible 
framework of research on specific 
sub-sectors. 

A reconnaissance visit to Gujarat 
has been completed and a visit 
to Maharashtra is planned to 
understand the issues of guides 
and guiding, and to locate it 
within the larger tourism and 
other development processes 
of the states. From the field 
experience, we realise that there 
is scope in Gujarat to take forward 
this work considering the very 
nature of tourism in the state and 
willingness of organisations to 
collaborate on this issue. 

Entry to Rann Utsav, Rann of Kutch, Gujarat

Degrading top soil of the Rann of Kutch due to indiscriminate tourism, Gujarat

Talking to the Gir forest guides, Gujarat
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Chasing lions through Gir forest for tourist sightings, Gujarat

A candle-light vigil in support of the workers of Stumpp, Schuele and 
Somappa factory was organised by Forum for Workers Rights in March 
2013. For long, disparity in the wages of contract and permanent workers 
for the same work, exploitative working conditions, flouting of statutory 
provisions of law enacted for the welfare and benefits of workers and 
unfair labour policy of hiring and firing the workers are few of the major 
issues faced by the factory workers. EQUATIONS participated in the 
vigil and expressed solidarity for the cause.

In continuation of our engagement on DMIC, an intern worked on 
the situation of ground water in Rajasthan and the potential impact 
of tourism. We found that mega infrastructure projects such as these 
which will cover more than half the state will have huge repercussions on 
the ground water as the demand comes from agriculture and industry. 
With the tourism sector being a significant one, this too cannot be 
overlooked. Therefore the competition for water will only increase in 
an already water starved state. This paper is in the process of being 
finalised.  

We have initiated the monitoring of a Public Private Partnership (PPP) 
project within the DMIC area in Rajasthan. Secondary research has 
revealed a long fought and ongoing legal battle in illegal land transfers 
and land grabbing. A study to investigate this matter further is being 
planned. 

Linked to our work on the issue of land and tourism, we visited 7 
villages on Gorai Island (Maharashtra), where a Tourism Development 
Zone is being planned. If this project comes through the entire island 
will be converted to a tourism destination, causing all 7 villages to be 
impoverished and subsequently wiped out. In view of the constant 
opposition of such projects including Special Economic Zone in past 
by people, we visited the region to understand the issues and see how 
we could engage with the group there in the future. EQUATIONS 
shared with the group possible strategies of resistance and with the 
commitment to support the group in any way possible in their struggle.

Taking forward our discussions 
with Rainforest Retreat in Kodagu 
to investigate a land grabbing 
case by a prominent timeshare 
company, an investigative visit 
in January 2014 was made to the 
region, which revealed that 2 acres 
of land owned by a family from 
the Scheduled Caste has indeed 
been grabbed by the company. 
Two action points emerged 
from this visit: 1. Investigate into 
the land grabbing by getting 
information on the total number 
of acres grabbed and explore ways 
of resolution of the issue, and 2. 
Investigate into the legality of 
having a mega tourism project in 
a forest area and which is in close 
proximity to a Wildlife Sanctuary. 
Through RTIs we collected 
information about various aspects 
like the implementation of the 
FRA and the eco-sensitive area 
to understand the implication 
of the land transfers. On the 
issues of land grabbing, the land 
documents have helped us get 
some information about the 
transactions pertaining to that 
land. It does seem that the land 
records have been manipulated. 
Based on scrutiny of the 
documents collected, next steps 
are being considered. 

With regard to our work on 
multiplier effects of tourism, a 
suggestion received was to re-
look at the concept of multiplier 
effects itself, as the model was 
inherently flawed and tailored to 
looking at economic impacts from 
the business point of view rather 
than the perspective of people. 
To equip itself, the team has been 
reading on these issues. As per our 
earlier plan, it was also decided 
that a group of experts should be 
approached to form an advisory 
group for this work, which is the 
next step planned. 
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Since EQUATIONS has been attempting to 
understand in greater detail the economics of 
tourism, we felt that it was important for the staff 
within the programme team to be updated for 
which a 3-day training programme on ‘Research and 
Statistical Essentials’ in July 2013 conducted by Gubbi 
Labs, an organisation which conducts training on 
statistical methods was attended.

Ecosystems, Communities and Tourism
As a part of conceptualising a course in conservation 
practice in India, Nature Conservation Foundation 
met with us. We shared our work and learnings 
from the tourism perspective and suggested that 
course look at conservation from multiple people’s 
dimensions and disciplines.

EQUATIONS over the past few years has engaged 
with the Student Conference on Conservation 
Science organised in Bangalore each year. We 
participated in the Who’s Who session which gave us 
an opportunity to interact with many students. Our 
posters on Forests, Communities and Tourism as well 
as other advocacy materials were a great hit with the 
students. 

On our work on Coast, Communities and Tourism, 
we had initiated studies in Karnataka and West 
Bengal. To fill in the gaps in data collected, a second 
round of visit to the study sites were undertaken. A 
draft study report on West Bengal has been shared 
with DISHA and NFF with whom we collaborated on 
for feedback. The Karnataka one is also in the draft 
stage and in the process of being finalised. 

In the current year on coasts communities and tourism 
we focused on Tamil Nadu and on Marine Protected 
Areas (MPAs) of the Gulf of Mannar and Sundarbans. 
In Tamil Nadu, we got in touch with an external 
researcher to systematically document the social, 
cultural, economic and environmental impacts of 
tourism, CRZ violations and to analyse the issues and 
impacts within the current institutional framework 
and tourism developments. Field visits to the three 
sites Cape Comorin (Kanyakumari), Rameswaram 
and Pichavaram have been completed and the 1st 
draft of the report has been sent. EQUATIONS is to 
give feedback to the report. 

Deforestation for tiger sighting in Sunderbans, West Bengal
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Pathway blocked by a resort to restrict movement around it in the Sundarbans, West Bengal

The study at the 2 MPAs undertaken 
by an intern investigates the 
current state and impacts with 
regard to tourism infrastructure 
and future developmental plans of 
tourism. It considers and analyses 
pertinent legislation, identifies and 
tries to understand governance 
mechanisms, and assess 
community based conservation 
initiatives. The work on 
Sundarbans also overlaps with our 
work on Forest Communities and 
Tourism. Issues that EQUATIONS 
has been highlighting about 
preference of tourism in tiger 
reserves while thwarting the rights 
of forest communities was also 
seen here. Since the Sundarbans is 
also part of the coastal ecosystem, 
work in this region will also be 
taken forward with other coast 
related work that we have planned 
for along with Disha, in the future.

Private jetty and boats owned by a resort in Sundarbans, West Bengal

Tourist traffic at Dobanki, Sunderbans, West Bengal



22

In December 2012, the Kerala government announced 
a decision to launch seaplane operations in the 
state, as part of new initiatives launched as part 
of the  Emerging Kerala campaign.  The rationale 
was to increase tourist numbers, provide better 
connectivity to destinations and to create a niche 
tourism product which most other states in India 
do not have. EQUATIONS developed a campaign 
statement highlighting the negative impacts of 
seaplanes on the environment and livelihoods of 
the fishing community and shared it with the Kerala 
unit of the National Alliance for People’s Movements 
(NAPM) and the Kerala Swathantra Matsya Thozhilali 
Federation (KSMTF). Various groups in Kerala had 
already started opposing the seaplane project. 

At a meeting in Kochi in April 2013, attended by 
KSMTF, NAPM, All India Trade Union Congress 
(AITUC) and EQUATIONS, a collective decision 
was taken that more information would be sought 
and an in principle agreement was reached to 
oppose the project. In May, a dharna was organised 
in front of the Kerala Secretariat. On the same day, 
representatives from KSMTF and EQUATIONS 
handed over to the Chief Minister a memorandum 
highlighting the impacts and demanding that the 
project not be implemented or at least stayed till 
a final decision can be taken. In follow-up to the 
assurance given by the Chief Minister to look into 
the matter, a meeting was called for by the Tourism 
Minister, to which the aviation companies interested 
in commencing operations, and members of the 
agitating fishing communities were invited, the 
government has constituted a committee to look into 
the impacts of seaplanes on the livelihoods of the 
fishing communities. The report from the committee 
is awaited. In the meanwhile an inaugural flight had 
landed in Kumarakom, which was faced with active 
resistance. Continued resistance and pressure on the 
government led to the project being withdrawn from 
Kerala. 

With regard to our work on Forest Communities and 
Tourism we have initiated an analysis of laws related 
to forest governance from a tourism perspective. An 
external researcher worked with us to write a paper 
capturing the history of tourism development in forest 
areas in India as well as providing a political framework 
to understand the creation of Protected Areas. 

National Forest People and Forest Workers has been 
working on the issue of the rights of forest people 

and forest workers since 1998 as a national pressure 
group and have also been involved in the creation 
of the FRA. For the past few years there has been 
a need felt to form and register a union as it would 
bolster the ground level forest rights movements in 
the country. The All India Union of Forest Working 
People was formed and its founding conference held 
in June 2013 at Puri, Odisha. EQUATIONS attended 
this conference with the objective of continuing our 
networking endeavours with forest rights movements 
and to highlight the issue of tourism at the meeting. 

Reducing Deforestation and Forest Degradation 
(REDD) through Addressing Underlying Causes is 
supported by Global Forest Coalition (GFC). In 2011, 
EQUATIONS along with the All India Forum of Forest 
Movements initiated work on addressing issues 
around United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change’s Reducing Emissions from 
Deforestation and Forest Degradation in India by 
publishing critiques of the same and organising a 
series of workshops / consultations to build public 
opinion and resistance on this. This process was 
concluded in December 2013. A paper highlighting 
the current debate on climate change and situation 
in terms of related projects has been written. Two 
consultations (New Delhi and Maharashtra) were 
organised. Key recommendations included from the 
Maharashtra consultations were: 1. To document 
the violation of The Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972 
and Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest 
Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006 
in the national parks and tiger reserves. 2. To study 
the issue of land grab in and around the national 
parks and tiger reserves in the name of tourism. 3. 
Suo Moto formation of gram sabhas in the forest 
areas. 4. Mobilising support for gram sabhas and 
strengthening them to fight forest loss for coal 
mines, thermal power projects and other mega 
development projects proposed in the Vidharbha 
region. 5. To gather more information on proposed 
Green India Mission projects and plantations and 6. 
Mobilize and campaign to disband the Joint Forest 
Management Committees and Forest Protection 
Committees. 

The outcomes of these debates contributed to 
the international debate through the inclusion of 
their outcomes in GFC’s newsletter. One of the 
key outcomes of the Maharashtra consultation was 
the formation of the “Campaign for the Rights over 
Natural Resources in Vidharbha”. A coordination 
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committee was also formed to take forward work in 
the region.

The Government of India had submitted a nomination 
to UNESCO for the Great Himalayan National 
Park in Himachal Pradesh. HNA had requested 
EQUATIONS to be in touch and gather information 
from International Union for Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN). IUCN has recommended to the World 
Heritage Committee (WHC) to defer the nomination 
until certain criteria were fulfilled, some of which 
are problematic such as the extension of the GHNP 
to cover Sainj and Tirthan wildlife sanctuaries. The 
WHC has now put GHNP on the referral list and 
will re-look at the nomination in the following year 
based on information that has been sought from 
Government of India.

In Chitradurga district of Karnataka, there are 
large stretches of grasslands or Kavals which are 
an important ecosystem and common property 
resources serving livelihood and other needs of 
communities living in these regions. One of these 
grasslands – the Amritmahal Kaval is seeing the 
diversion of these common property resources as 
the state government has handed over large tracts 
to different governmental agencies causing a serious 
negative impact on local communities who breed a 
special and local variety of cow, for which the Kaval is 
important. EQUATIONS has extended its solidarity 
to the cause by attending meetings regarding this 
issue.

Over the past years we have been working to develop 
a better understanding of the implications of the 
EIA notification on tourism. An external researcher 
has worked with us on this. The report traces the 
systematic dilution of the application of EIA to 
tourism projects. Comments to the second draft 
of the report have been sent and the paper will be 
finalised in the coming year.  

An important aspect of the judgement given in 
the Ajay Dubey case on tourism in Tiger Reserves 
in October 2012, was that all states were required 
to formulate an ecotourism strategy for tourism in 
Tiger Reserves within 12 months of the passing of the 
judgement. In Karnataka, a committee was formed by 
Karnataka Ecotourism Development Board (KEDB) in 
June 2013. The committee while forming the strategy 
was to take into consideration ‘Guidelines for 
tourism in and around Tiger Reserves’ announced by 

the National Tiger Conservation Authority (NTCA). 
Recognising EQUATIONS work on the issue, we were 
invited to be a member of the committee. We took 
on the responsibility of preparing first a framework 
for the strategy and then a draft strategy itself 
and presented the same in a conference organised 
by KEDB, titled Ecotourism Policy and Guidelines 
in June 2013. While the framework itself did not 
receive much resistance from the audience nor from 
KEDB, the Board however choose to adopt the 
guidelines issued by the NTCA rather than working 
on a completely new framework and strategy. KEDB 
then took the responsibility of writing the strategy 
themselves, which is still awaited. 

Another important intervention we made at the 
beginning of the process was to recommend that a 
representative of the Department of Tourism be on 
the Committee, which the Board later did. However, 
there was lack of response from the Department of 
Tourism. 

An important reiteration for us has been that there 
is no desire among government officials to shake the 
boat. The officials are more interested in towing the 
line and ensuring that there is tokenistic completion of 
the mandated work. The process has also reaffirmed 
our belief that it has to be the Department of 
Tourism which takes the lead in policy formation for 
different kinds of tourism including tourism in forest 
areas as the concerns of the Forest Department are 
far more about maintaining control over forests and 
all other activities like tourism are used as a tool to 
gain control rather than being about tourism which 
is primarily about the local communities and tourists.

Governance, Law and Tourism
A study on Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs) and 
Tourism was conducted to understand the role of 
elected women representatives (EWRs) in tourism, 
the role of Gram Sabhas in decision-making processes 
and to identify the challenges faced by the PRIs. 
Field visit to 2 states – Uttarakhand and Goa were 
completed last year. The draft report of the study is 
ready for Goa which was done in collaboration with 
the Council for Social Justice and Peace and Centre for 
Responsible Tourism. Visit to Himachal Pradesh was 
undertaken with an aim to forge strategic relationship 
with organisations as potential collaborators before 
conducting the study and understand the situation 
of general governance at the 3 regions of Chamba, 
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Macleodganj and Baijnath. We realised that several 
of the tourism enterprises are locally owned 
and that each of the sub-sectors within tourism 
were mobilised and organised in several of the 
destinations. With HNA as the collaborating partner 
we now plan to document how these associations/ 
unions influencing the governance of tourism in the 

destinations, rather than studying Panchayats, as we 
believe this would pave a way to work on tourism 
governance in the destinations. A visit to Madhya 
Pradesh is being planned. Taking forward the work in 
Goa, a note for a state level consultation is ready and 
discussions are ongoing.  

Lack of parking space, Agonda Beach, Goa

EQUATIONS was invited by Dhan Foundation, as a 
part of their Annual Symposium, 2013 to organise a 
Round Table on ‘Participatory Tourism Governance 
for Sustainable Tourism Development’. We saw it as 
an opportunity to share EQUATIONS experiences 
on governance and tourism and to influence the 
participants’ perspectives on role of Gram Sabhas, 
other LSGIs and women elected representatives in 
tourism. It was learnt that there is a need to reinvent 
our approach to emphasise the need for effective 
involvement of range of stakeholders in tourism 
industry. 

“Courting Justice”, a conference on human rights 
lawyering was organised by the Alternative Law 
Forum and the Human Rights Program, National 
Law School of India University (NLSIU) in July 2013 
at NLSIU, Bangalore. We attended the conference 
with aim to strengthen our understanding about 
issues from lawyers’ viewpoint. It has helped us to 
understand the challenges faced by lawyers while 
engaging with the cases, thereby, the gaps in our 
legal system. 

RTIs were filed in the state of Karnataka with 
Commission of Social Welfare to collect information 
about district wise individual / community based 
claims made under the Scheduled Tribes and Other 
Transitional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of the 
Rights) Act 2006 and in Protected Areas notified 
under the Wildlife (Protection) Act 1972 and Forest 
Protection Act 1980. Another one is with Department 
of Ecology and Environment on the details delineation 
of eco-sensitive areas around Protected Area under 
the Environment (Protection) Act 1996 and the 
Environment (Protection) Rules 1986. This was in link 
to our work on the issue of land grabbing in Kodagu.

An objective of EQUATIONS work is to influence 
Parliamentarians to raise the bar of the debate on 
tourism in the Parliament. As a part of this process 
we have developed a framework by which we track 
parliamentary questions, analyse them along with 
the answers, identify Parliamentarians who would be 
amenable to engaging with us and then eventually 
to work with them. In the past 3 years we have 
faced challenges with streamlining the tracking of 
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parliamentary discussions. However, in the past year, 
this has been successfully streamlined and we are 
now at the stage of analysis of these discussions. 

There was a need to understand the provisions made 
under the Constitution and Acts as well as to gain 
knowledge on other legal matters internally so as 
to strengthen our interventions. To build internal 
capacity on legal issues, 12 sessions are planned on 
the following themes: Indian Constitution, forests, 
coastal region, environment, adivasis, caste, gender 
and sexuality, rights of the child, land and other 
natural resources, labour, administrative structure 
of the Indian state and criminal law and procedure. 
Alternative Law Forum has been approached to 
handle these sessions. The Indian Constitution, 
Gender and Sexuality and Rights of the Child have 
been completed.

Society, Culture and Tourism
Caste
To initiate our work on caste and tourism, we felt it 
was important that all staff in the organisation have a 
common understanding and position on the issue. An 
internal seminar on the issue of caste was organised 
facilitated by a staff member. ‘India Untouched’ a 
film was screened to facilitate the discussion. The 
outcome of this process was that staff were able 
to explore and share their own experiences around 
caste which helped in arriving at a common position 
and further our commitment to influence the way 
the tourism industry operates in the caste context 
was strengthened. 

RTIs on the implementation of Special Component 
Plan (SCP) and Tribal Sub Plan (TSP) funds were filed 
with 10 state tourism departments in the previous 
year, many of the responses which we received this 
year. The analysis of the responses is in progress 
based on a framework developed. 

Samanvaya Karnataka organized a programme to 
provide a basic understanding of the SCP and TSP 
to civil society organisations and community groups 
in Bangalore, in which we participated and became 
a member of the forum. To take the issue further in 
the coming year a study is planned in Karnataka in 
collaboration with Samanvaya Karnataka –  to study 
the SCP and TSP budgets allotted from tourism 
department and its usage and impact in Karnataka. 

Child
EQUATIONS was invited by the Institute of Hotel 
Management and Catering Technology, Kovalam, 
to facilitate a session on Safe and Honourable Code 
of Conduct at a Workshop in Kochi in August 2013. 
The presentation included issues related to child 
and tourism followed by the specifics of the code. 
We learned that there are certain gaps related to 
appropriate mechanisms for implementation of 
such code which we took up in a discussion with an 
official from MoT. Acknowledging the limitations, 
the official suggested that EQUATIONS submit a 
proposal. A proposal to MoT was submitted towards 
Strengthening  Protective Mechanism for Child 
Protection in Tourism to review the implementation 
of the S&H Code, analyse existing & strengthen child 
protection mechanisms in tourism in India. While 
MoT recognises that it is important to review the S&H 
code, they however cannot work with us directly as 
EQUATIONS is not an empanelled consultant nor 
does the ministry currently have a scheme under 
which they can commission a study such as this. 
They had suggested we seek collaboration. We have 
approached the United Nations Office for Drugs 
and Crime (UNODC) as they have been part of the 
S&H Code process since the beginning. They have 
expressed their interest in being part of this study 
and discussions are ongoing to see how this can be 
taken forward.

We had initiated a study on the status of children 
in three tourism sites in Madhya Pradesh- Khajuraho, 
Ujjain and Pachmarhi in collaboration with Vikas 
Samvad, and supported by CRY, India. The study 
has been completed and is in the process of being 
translated into Hindi and published. The launch of 
the report is being planned in Madhya Pradesh in 
the coming year as well as discussions on a follow-
up strategy on how the findings of this report can 
be taken up at the state and national level is being 
discussed. 

A position paper on child labour & tourism is being 
written which will bring together the nuances, 
strategies on addressing child rights violations 
holistically and specifically to child labour issues in 
tourism so as to prevent and protect children as well 
as recommend future work within EQUATIONS.
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EQUATIONS was invited by ECPAT Netherlands 
to be part of a multi-country proposal that they 
submitted to the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
on Reducing Violence Against Children, with special 
focus on sexual exploitation of children and child sex 
tourism. A proposal was submitted in collaboration 
with Centre for Responsible Tourism, Children’s 
Rights in Goa, Childline, Jan Ugahi (Goa), Vikas 
Samvad (Madhya Pradesh – MP) and EQUATIONS 
to ECPAT Netherlands. 

EQUATIONS was invited by the Department of 
Women and Child Development (DWCD), Karnataka 
to participate in a meeting on Karnataka State Action 
Plan for Children (2011-2020) held in Bangalore in 
March 2013. We saw this as an opportunity to share 
our work on sexual abuse of children at tourism 
destinations. The department recognised the linkage 
between tourism and trafficking of children and asked 
for a written submission on the issue. We submitted 
a note on Strategies & Recommendations to Address 
Child Abuse in Tourism. 

EQUATIONS was contacted by an individual who 
suspected a potential paedophile abusing children 
from the lamanis community of Karnataka in Goa. 
He had filed a case with the Goa police and was in 
touch with Jan Ugahi, a child rights organisation who 
also acts as the Childline. EQUATIONS got involved 
because of our work on tourism and as the children 
were from Karnataka. We along with Association for 
Promoting Social Action, a right-based child centred 
community development organisation visited Gadag 
and met with the District Child Protection Unit to 
find out more about the children. People from the 
community acknowledged that the paedophile had 
visited them but the children who he took with him 
to Goa were always accompanied by a relative. We 
also got in touch with ECPAT Austria to check if they 
could share with us any information about the person 
and his organisation. We are in touch with the official 
and continue collecting more information that may 
serve as evidence. 

Seeking information linked to a child abuse case, Gadag, Karnataka
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Kerala State Commission for the Protection of 
Child Rights (KeSCPCR) in collaboration with the 
Department of Tourism, Kerala organised a workshop 
on Child Rights and Tourism in Kochi in December 
2013 with an aim at examining the various challenges 
to the tourism sector in the protection of child rights. 
EQUATIONS was asked by KeSCPCR to present on 
the Challenges in the Tourism Sector for Protection 
of Child Rights and the Gaps in Policy, Law and its 
Implementation. They had also asked us to make a 
submission for the way forward, based on which a 
note was sent. A follow-up meeting with KeSCPCR 
& DoTK is planned. 

Culture
In the previous year we had initiated work on 
culture and tourism by analysing UNESCO and 
ASI guidelines and conducted a study of tourism 
implications in Ajanta and Ellora, Maharashtra. The 
study is in the draft stage. Along side this study 
we have also worked on a base paper on culture 
and tourism that highlights understanding culture, 
various perspectives on culture, relationship between 
culture and livelihood of people, culture and food 
pattern, intersection between caste, religion and 
culture, emergence of counter culture in response to 
hegemony of mainstream culture, power dynamics 
within cultural groups and perception of culture in 
context of tourism. These papers will shape our work 
on culture and tourism.

LGBT
A study on transgender communities and tourism 
was undertaken to understand their relationship to 
tourism and challenges faced by them at tourism 
sites. Mysore, Yellama Temple near Hubli and 
Shimoga were chosen as research sites.  It was found 
that tourism brings opportunities to earn and meet 
their social-cultural needs for community members 
but at the cost of their life. Access to public place, 
constant harassment by public, humiliation and 
harassment by police and goons and are few main 
findings of the study. Draft report of the study is 
completed which is to be finalised and planned to 
share with the organisations working on the issues 
and explore opportunities to take it forward.

The recent judgement of the Supreme Court in 
December 2013 reversed the July 2009 ruling of the 
Delhi High Court decriminalising gay sex between 
consenting adults in private based on Section 377. 

The judgement has created a debate in society to 
uphold the rights of LGBT community. EQUATIONS 
participated in the events, programmes, rallies to 
express solidarity and to raise the issue of rights of 
the LGBT community in tourism. 
 
A panel discussion organised by TV9 and Q radio, 
India’s first internet radio channel dedicated to 
the LGBT community, interviewed one of the 
EQUATIONS staff to seek opinion on the Supreme 
Court Judgement and also to share their experiences 
after the judgement. Disappointment over the 
judgement, harsh living conditions and challenges 
faced by the community members were shared. 

Urban excluded communities
Last year, a study on the impacts of increased tourism 
on urban excluded communities living in slums near 
historically important archaeological and heritage 
sites in Chitradurga, Gulbarga and Bidar, Karnataka 
was conducted in collaboration with Janasahayog, 
Slum Janandolana and ALF. A learning from the 
study has been that sample data entry should have 
been initiated earlier, so that the problems that were 
encountered during the data management stage 
could have been avoided with better planning and 
usage of better coding techniques. Data that was 
collected from the various sites was entered and 
cleaning up of the data has begun. The collaborating 
organisations have also agreed on the draft 
framework for the study report, and responsibilities 
have been distributed regarding various sections of 
the report.  

Women
Sensitisation programme on prevention of 
Sexual harassment at work place was planned in 
collaboration with HEFOI with an objective to 
ensure women’s right to work with special focus on 
safe working environment. Initially the plan was only 
to build awareness about the Act, however, taking 
learnings from the ongoing legal literacy sessions as 
part of GLT programme, it was decided to widen the 
scope by including other legal provisions under the 
Indian Penal Code (IPC) to ensure women safety. 
While the sensitisation programme is one of the 
strategies to initiate engagement on the issue, there 
is a need to think about other strategies to ensure 
safe working environment at work place. A meeting 
with HEFOI is planned.
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As an outcome of our engagement 
with HEFOI, they had asked us to 
comment on their policy on sexual 
harassment at work place. We saw 
this as an opportunity to influence 
policy of the federation especially 
in terms of the composition of 
internal complaint committee.

Bangalore Bus Prayanikara Vedike 
(BBPV), conducted a fact finding 
study to report sexual harassment 
of women in buses. EQUATIONS 
participated in the meetings and 
contributed to the fact-finding. 
Taking forward the report, at 
different bus stands a number of 
actions have been undertaken 
to increase public awareness 
against sexual harassment and to 
elicit public support in ensuring 
safety of women in public buses. 
In solidarity with the cause, 
EQUATIONS has been a part 
of the campaign “No to sexual 
harassment of women in BMTC 
buses! Women of Bangalore 
– Break the Silence, speak out 
against harassment in Buses!”. 
Through this campaign, we plan 
to raise issues linked to tourism, 
public transport and mobility.

An internal discussion on 
EQUATIONS Anti-Sexual 
Harassment Policy was organised 
in January 2014 where each section 
of the Sexual Harassment of 
Women at Workplace (Prevention, 
Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 
2013 was covered. The team was 
also in favour of putting together 
a policy that went beyond the Act 
and extending it to be applicable 
so that all members of the staff are 
protected (and not just women). 
The group also discussed the 
composition of internal complaint 
committee as per the provision 
made under the Act. The group 
made a choice to make it more 
inclusive by representation of 

people from LGBT group, and to have staff from the different levels 
in the organisation. Rationale behind the choice is to break hierarchies 
that have the potential to impact the functioning of such committee. 

A pilot study on women artisans and tourism was undertaken to examine 
various ways in which tourism development has engaged with women 
artisans, challenges faced by them and explores the extent to which 
policies and plans focus on specific needs and concerns of women. A 
visit was made to Rajasthan (Jaipur, Ranthambore and Jaisalmer). It 
was found that tourism brings opportunity for artisans due to close link 
between tourism and handmade products. However, artisans are not 
able to reap the benefit from the opportunities due to range of hurdles 
they face at every level of production to marketing. Increasing cost of 
raw material, lack of capital, poor access to new techniques, poor access 
to market and dependency on traders are some of the major challenges 
faced by the artisans. This is more for women artisans due to social and 
cultural constraints associated with their limited physical mobility and 
lack of access to property. First draft of the report is completed and 
we plan to bring out a briefing sheet & poster. This work will be taken 
forward through the EoT programme (informal sector).  

Women artisan making bangles, Jaipur, Rajasthan

Women artisan selling lac bangle, Jaipur, Rajasthan
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Two day National Convention and Solidarity 
Programme was organised by Women Against 
Sexual Violence and State Repression in Bangalore 
in April 2013. Objectives of the convention were to 
discuss issues like caste-based atrocities, honor-
killing, communal attacks on women, moral policing, 
exploitation of sex workers, transgender and lesbian 
struggle against state and societal violence, tourism 
and sexual exploitation, and Armed Forces (Special 
Powers) Act (AFSPA). We participated in the event 
and spoke on the issue of tourism and sexual 
exploitation of women. 

IAWS inquired if EQUATIONS would be willing 
to collaborate in organising the Southern India 
Regional Conference on Women and Tourism. 
We accepted the invitation to bring tourism in the 
circle of women’s studies and to build contacts with 
organisations working on women’s issues in South 
India. The conference on “Engendering Tourism: 
Work, Opportunities & Dilemmas was organised 
in June 2013 wherein people from diverse group – 
civil society organisations, unions / associations, 
academic institutions and tourism industry shared 
the issues relevant to their sectors. Wage disparity, 
lack of women friendly policies, low job security, 
lack of women participation in decision-making 
level, non-recognition of women labour, especially 
in informal sector, poor access to natural resources 
like water, firewood, commodification of local 
culture, poor implementation of government 
schemes and flawed process of policy making were 
discussed. To take the discussion forward, there was 
a plan to include tourism as a sub-theme in national 
conference to be held in February 2014. We however 
lost this opportunity caused by a lack of follow-up 
from our end. Therefore, the plan was to participate 
and present a paper on women’s issues in tourism 
during the conference. 

The conference was organised by IAWS in 
collaboration with Gauhati University, Cotton 
College State University, Guwahati, Tata Institute for 
Social Sciences, Guwahati and North East Network 
in February 2014. Theme of the conference was 
“Equality, Pluralism and the State: Perspectives from 
the Women’s Movement”. EQUATIONS presented 
a paper on “Women, Work and Tourism: Toiling 
without Rights” under the sub-theme “Women in 
Urban India: Debating Labour/ Employment, Poverty 
and Violence”.  

EQUATIONS received an invitation from Equality 
in Tourism to become an Associate Member, 
which we have accepted. They are a network that 
works to ensure equal voice of women in decision-
making processes and benefit sharing from tourism 
worldwide.

Tourism Education 
EQUATIONS had requests from various tourism 
teaching institutions like Jyoti Nivas College, Garden 
City College, Oxford Institute of Hotel Management, 
Christ University (Bangalore), National Institute for 
Tourism and Hospitality Management (Hyderabad) 
and Pondicherry University to handle guest lectures / 
present papers. The need for continued and focused 
interactions with the students and institution on 
critical issues has been reiterated through these 
engagements. The other learning is that focused 
attention needs to be paid to influence tourism 
curriculum in the country as it continues in a manner 
devoid of taking current issues and realities faced by 
people living in and around tourism destinations.    

The Indira Gandhi National Open University 
(IGNOU) has been in the process of revising its 
syllabus on Sustainable Theory & Practices in Tourism 
& Hospitality Industry. As a part of this course, one of 
the units is on case studies from Tourism and Travel 
Organization where EQUATIONS as a case study 
has been included. In the month of March 2014, 
EQUATIONS was invited by IGNOU to be part of 
the expert panel meeting for the revision of their 
syllabus on Tourism Studies-5: Ecology, Environment 
and Tourism. We attended and shared our ideas 
on present syllabus. The objective of attending the 
meeting was to influence the curriculum which 
was welcomed by the members of the committee. 
However, in the case of some Units/Blocks, it is not 
the topic but the content which needs revision. On 
highlighting this, the team at IGNOU suggested that 
the members send in their inputs after reviewing the 
course work. A response to IGNOU is being prepared.

Tourism Resource Centre
The Tourism Resource Centre continues to support 
programmes with information, research and capacity 
building. The primary focus areas in the last year 
have been in streamlining the systems of information 
management and dissemination. 
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To track information tourism news using RSS 
feeds, EQUATIONS in the past used the Google 
reader application. However with Google retiring 
this application, based on extensive research 
Feedly (another application) was considered most 
suitable for our needs. A demo was organised for all 
programme staff on how Feedly works in June 2013 
effecting smooth transition to this new application. 
Subsequently capacity building sessions for new staff 
joining are organised. 

As an initial step of streamlining our research 
process to make it more robust, we now plan to use 
Mendeley, a referencing cum literature management 
software. This is part of a research protocol that we 
are planning on putting together, considering that our 
research forms the basis to take forward campaign 
and advocacy work and therefore the need to be 
as precise and factual. A session to understand & 
implement Mendeley was organised for programme 
staff in August 2013. 

With respect to the library, we were able to recode 
the report and have now shifted completely to the 
new class code. Scanning of all our slides (2307) has 
been completed. The next step is the documentation 
and a selection of images that can then be used in 
our future work (e.g. presentations). Over 90 new 
additions (books, reports and films) were made to 
the library. 

Library catalogue software has been developed and 
linked to our website. Details (EQUATIONS Class 
Code, Accession Code, Title, Authors, Publisher, 
Place of Publication, Year / Edition, Nature of 
publication, No. of Pages) of all 1362 books has been 
completed and uploaded on the library catalogue. As 
a part of this process, each entry of book / report 
is also linked to a document (cover page and table 
of contents) as we felt the researcher would benefit 
with this additional information. Work on uploading 
the report and legal section is currently ongoing.

In the context of information dissemination, it 
continued to be robust. 8426 of EQUATIONS 
publications were disseminated through various 
sources. For the period April 2013 – March 2014, there 
were 19,619 total visits with 15,313 unique visitors to 
the website. A total of 2416 PDFs were downloaded. 
There was a plan to develop a contact database 
system for easy accessibility and an efficient way 

by which information can be disseminated. The 
structure and format to enter data has been prepared. 

Seven articles in the local and national media quoted 
EQUATIONS directly. Two radio show + one news 
channel invited a member of EQUATIONS staff team 
to share thoughts on the Supreme Court Judgement 
on Section 377 and life of a person from the sexuality 
minority community working in the mainstream 
(EQUATIONS). A press release was issued during the 
Southern India Conference on Engendering Tourism.

Organisational Development
The objectives of the Strategic Planning Workshops 
(SPW) was to identify strategic priorities for 
EQUATIONS for a 6-year period from 2014 – 2020, 
identify implications on organisational & programme 
structure, governance, funding, staffing and 
management processes, arrive at indicators for the 
priorities identified and develop a 3-year proposal 
(2014 – 2017). 

Two strategic planning workshops were organised 
with the help of an external facilitator.  All members 
of the staff plus Board members were part of this 
process. The 1st SPW focussed on learning from 
history, developing the 1st change agenda, evaluation 
recommendations, stakeholders’ analysis, lens of 
strategy, and the desired future state. During the 2nd 
SPW the team worked on discussing the details of 
6 year work plan incorporating the discussions from 
the 1st SPW. This was then followed by the team 
working on the 3-year proposal for 2014-2017. 

Another parallel process that was started in mid 
December was on Strength’s Finder. EQUATIONS 
worked with Organizations & Alternatives 
Consulting Private Limited. This process brought out 
the strengths within the organisation and mapping it 
to individual roles. In the 2nd phase (next 6 months) 
we aim to look at sustaining this positive energy and 
equipping individuals to gear up and work towards 
organizing a self-sustaining core team that will 
anchor and induct new entrants. 
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Strengths Finder Session at Nava Spoorthy Kendra, Bangalore, Karnataka

Reflections:
Looking Back and Looking Forward
Collaborations and networking continues to be 
the backbone of our work. However, we realised 
that there is a need to build capacities of staff due 
to our recent change in the programme structure 
wherein networking is part of every theme. This is 
needed more than ever in view of our aspiration to 
create issue / destination / region based tourism 
platforms. Therefore, we focused on equipping every 
programme staff with these skills.

Given the change in external world like natural 
calamity, complexity of issues, dynamics within 
community / organisations, changes in the political 
context of the state and limited financial resources 
had its impact on progress of our work. However, 
we felt the need to work with the pace of the 
community as bringing people’s vision for tourism is 
a long process that requires more time and allocation 
of resources.

The need for credible and painstaking research has 
been revalidated as well as the need to constantly 
engage in new areas of research in keeping with 
tourism trends.

During the strategic planning process, while we had 
ensured that we were present in as many states 
across a range of thematic issues, we realised the 
need to further consolidate our work in each state 
in a strategic manner so as to have a greater impact. 
Given that neither our human resources nor our 
financial resources would allow us to embark on 
consolidating our work in all states identified right 
away, we prioritised some states over others and 
thus three categories emerged: Comprehensive 
States, Footprint states and Areas of Special Interest.

There is a need to strengthen our engagement with 
the media so as to reach out to a wider group of 
people in society. There is also a need to engage 
with people at large on tourism issues and develop 
effective ways of communication. 

This year has been one for us to consolidate internally 
(transition in programmatic structure, in leadership, 
rebuilding the team) and planning ahead. With 
greater levels of stability now on these fronts, we 
look forward in the coming years to build on previous 
work and initiate work in new areas.
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Moving Ahead
The need to work collaboratively was reinforced. 
A recurring feedback that we receive is that there 
are few organisations in the country which work on 
tourism issues. While the evaluation exercise and 
several organisations we work with insist on the 
need for regional offices, we find that it is far more 
necessary to create a group of people across the 
country working on tourism, rather than EQUATIONS 
opening multiple offices. This is important since there 
are various ways / approaches to working on tourism 
issues. With the increase in number of people / 
organisations working on tourism, new perspectives 
and methods will emerge.

In an attempt to work in tourism destinations in 
need of critical intervention across the country, 
EQUATIONS initiated the networking programme. 
This helped us in establishing tourism as an issue that 
needs to be engaged with seriously as well as our 
credibility among different civil society organisations 
and movements. While it was important at that point 
to engage widely, there is now a need to focus on 
specific issues in specific regions and ensure that we 
are able to bring about fundamental change in policy 
and practice of tourism.

To work towards strategic interventions with 
network partners at local / regional / national level 
to collaboratively advocate and influence policies 
and practices of the government and the tourism 
industry.

Alternatives at all levels needs to be worked on 
– alternative tourism policies, models of impact 
assessments and ways of engagement with the 
tourism industry. Therefore we need to demonstrate 
to the formal tourism sector, the power and impact 
of alternative tourism practices which are owned, 
governed and implemented by people living in 
and around tourism destinations; projects which 
demonstrate the principles of tourism that is just, 
democratic and equitable.

Along the same lines, it is necessary that EQUATIONS 
engages in mobilising and organising those involved 
directly with tourism like employees of hotels and 
the informal sector like guides and street vendors. 

We need to raise the bar of the discussion on tourism. 
Tourism needs to be looked at beyond impacts, to 

more fundamental issues about the form and nature 
of tourism practice itself. To be able to achieve the 
paradigm shift that EQUATIONS has been talking 
about for nearly 3 decades now, we need to be able 
present to the world a perspective of tourism which 
is rooted in theories and discourses which view the 
world from the stand point of the marginalised and 
disenfranchised, rather than from the perspectives 
of the market and classical economics. Accordingly, 
an important way forward for EQUATIONS to write 
about the political economy of tourism, disseminate 
and propagate this to ensure that we are truly 
redefining tourism.

Another critical aspect is to broad base funding sources 
to bring in financial stability and sustainability of the 
organisation by developing strong internal capacity 
of programme coordinators to source grant money 
that meets strategic objectives of programmes.

Key Funding Support
Our core donors Bread for the World (BftW) and 
Misereor have continued to provide critical support 
to the network-building programme.

With the support of the Critical Ecosystem 
Partnership Fund we completed working on a project 
on Community Based Partnerships for Impact 
Assessment and Regulation of Tourism in Western 
Ghats to address the threats that unregulated 
tourism development has posed to the Western 
Ghats landscape in the Nilgiris area.

The Global Forest Coalition (GFC) has extended 
its support (in turn supported by Swed Bio) to 
coordinate a project on Reducing Deforestation and 
Forest Degradation through Addressing Underlying 
Causes.

Child Rights and You is supporting a joint study by 
Vikas Samvad and EQUATIONS on child sexual 
exploitation and child labour in tourism, investigating 
the occurrence of these in lodges, hotels, parks at 
Khajuraho, Ujjain and Pachmardi, Madhya Pradesh.

Indian Association of Women Studies supported 
and collaborated on organising the Southern India 
Regional Conference on Engendering Tourism: 
Work, Opportunities & Dilemmas on 14th June 2013, 
Bengaluru, Karnataka. 
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EQUITABLE TOURISM OPTIONS (EQUATIONS)
ANNUAL FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS

AT A GLANCE AS ON 31.03.2014

Balance Sheet as on 31.3.2014

Current assets Amount in Rs

Fixed assets 61,38,321.00

Investments and deposits 33,540.00

Loans and advances 1,69,458.00

Cash and bank balance 23,30,355.33

Total assets 86,71,674.33

Current liabilities Amount in Rs

Capital fund 55,85,644.08

Corpus fund 25,000.00

Unutilised project fund 16,41,362.74

Other funds 2,30,167.51

Loans and advances 11,89,500.00

Total liabilities 86,71,674.33

Income & Expenditure account for the period ended 31.3.2014

Income Amount in Rs

Grants and donations 65,16,881.40

Bank interest 1,01,450.00

Honorarium 22,500.00

Other income 1,26,584.00

Total Income 67,67,415.40

Expenditure Amount in Rs

Project expenses 38,67,721.82

Institutional expenses 19,24,274.21

Depreciation 6,83,762.04

Total Expenditure 64,75,758.07

Excess of Income over Expenditure 2,91,657.33
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Level Strategy for Ecotourism constituted 
by Department of Forests on 6th June, 2013, 
Bengaluru, Karnataka 

•	 Southern India Regional Conference on 
Engendering Tourism: Work, Opportunities 
& Dilemmas on 14th June 2013, co-organised 
by Indian Association of Women’s Studies 
and EQUATIONS, Bengaluru, Karnataka. 
EQUATIONS presented on Women, Work and 
Tourism: Trends and Issues

•	 International Responsible Tourism Conference on 
27th to 29th June 2013, organised by Department 
of Tourism, Kerala and the Kerala Institute of 
Tourism and Travel Studies, Kumarakom, Kerala.

•	 Conference on Ecotourism Policy and Guidelines 
on 11th June 2013, organised by Karnataka 
Ecotourism Development Board. EQUATIONS 
presented the framework of Ecotourism Strategy 
for Tiger Reserves

July 2013
•	 Conference on Human Rights lawyering, 

“Courting Justice” on 13th July 2013, organised by 
Alternative Law Forum and the Human Rights 
Program, National Law School of India University, 
Bengaluru, Karnataka.

•	 Series of meetings about hike in the rate of bus 
tickets and sexual harassment in buses through 
July 2013, organised by Sangama, Alternative Law 
Forum, and Bangalore Bus Prayanikara Vedike in 
Bengaluru, Karnataka.

•	 Five-year assessment workshop of CEPF project 
for its Grantees on 4th – 5th July 2013, organised 
by Critical Ecosystems Partnership Fund, Kotagiri, 
Tamil Nadu.

August 2013
•	 State Level Seminar on Water Cooperation, 

Conservation and Management Issues and 
Challenges in the 21st century on 5th August 
2013, organised by Jyoti Nivas College, Bengaluru, 
Karnataka. EQUATIONS presented a paper on 
Tourism and Water Rights

•	 Session on Critical Issues in Tourism on 13th 

MEETINGS

April 2013
•	 Conference on Sustainable Tourism Development 

on 12th April 2013 organised by Ministry of 
Tourism, State Government of Andhra Pradesh 
and UNWTO, Hyderabad, Andhra Pradesh.

•	 Protest against the rape of a minor girl in Delhi 
on 22nd April 2013 organised by Vimochana, 
Bengaluru, Karnataka

•	 Meeting on Opposing Sea Planes on 26th April 
2013, attended by Kerala Swathantra Malsya 
Thozhilali Federation, National Alliance of 
People’s Movements, All India Trade Union 
Congress and EQUATIONS, Kochi, Kerala

•	 Public Meeting on Campaign against Illegal 
Diversion of 10,000 acres of Grassland 
Ecosystems in Challakere on 27th April 2013 
organised by Amritmahal Kaval Hitarakshana 
Vedike, Bengaluru, Karnataka

•	 National Convention and Solidarity Programme 
on 27th – 28th April 2013 organised by Women 
Against Sexual Violence and State Repression, 
Bengaluru, Karnataka. EQUATIONS presented 
on the issue of tourism and sexual exploitation of 
women

•	 Bhopal International Conference on Sustainable 
Tourism on 18th – 19th April 2013 organised by 
Ecotourism Society of India and Madhya Pradesh 
Tourism Development Corporation, Bhopal, 
Madhya Pradesh. EQUATIONS presented on 
Tourism’s Accountability to Local Communities 
and Social Justice

May 2013
•	 Meeting with Principal Secretary, Department of 

Environment, Kerala on Seaplanes project on 14th 
May 2013, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala

•	 Protest against the seaplane services connecting 
tourist destinations on 15th May 2013, 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala

June 2013
•	 Founding Conference of All India Union for Forest 

Working People on 3rd – 5th June, 2013, organised 
by AIUFWP, Puri, Odisha

•	 Meeting of the Committee to prepare State 

EVENTS THAT SAW EQUATIONS’ PRESENCE 
APRIL 2013 – MARCH 2014
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August 2013, organised by Garden City College, 
Bengaluru, Karnataka 

•	 Meeting of the Committee to prepare State 
Level Strategy for Ecotourism constituted by 
Department of Forests on 18th August 2013, 
Bengaluru, Karnataka 

•	 1st meeting of the Tourism committee organised 
by Karnataka Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry on 26th August 2013, Bengaluru, 
Karnataka

•	 Workshop on Safe and Honourable Tourism 
(S&H) Code on 31st August 2013, organised by 
The Institute of Hotel Management and Catering 
Technology-Kovalam, Kochi, Kerala. EQUATIONS 
facilitated a Session on Safe and Honourable 
Code of Conduct

September 2013
•	 Talk on Critical issues in Tourism on 7th 

September 2013, organised by Bavarian-Indian 
Centre for Business and University Cooperation, 
Bengaluru, Karnataka

•	 Madurai Symposium 2013: Fostering Development 
Knowledge on 11th – 16th September 2013, 
organized by Dhan Foundation, Madurai, Tamil 
Nadu. EQUATIONS facilitated a Session on 
Participatory Tourism Governance

•	 Meeting with Parvez Dewan, Secretary, Ministry 
of Tourism on National Tourism Policy and 
National Ecotourism Policy on 17th September 
2013, New Delhi

•	 Meeting with D. Venkatesh, Assistant Director 
General, Ministry of Tourism on Safe and 
Honourable Tourism Code on 18th September 
2013, New Delhi

•	 Meeting with Dr. Mamta Kochar, Director, 
Ministry of Tourism on Sustainable Tourism 
Criteria of India on 18th September 2013, New 
Delhi

•	 Meeting on Conservation/ biodiversity Trade, 
its links with FRA, REDD+, GIM and other forest 
diversions and plantation programmes on 19th 
September 2013, co-organised by All India Forum 
of Forest Movements and EQUATIONS, New 
Delhi

•	 Meeting on Conservation/ biodiversity Trade, 
its links with FRA, REDD+, GIM and other forest 
diversions and plantation programmes on 21st – 
22nd September 2013, co-organised by All India 
Forum of Forest Movements and EQUATIONS, 
Chandrapur, Maharashtra

•	 Two-day conclave on North East States on 24th 
– 25th September 2013, co-organised by the 
Federation of Indian Export Organisations and the 
Ministry of Development of North East States, 
Bangalore, Karnataka. EQUATIONS presented on 
Northeast Region - From Landlocked to Paradise 
Unexplored

•	 Who's Who session 25th – 27th September 
2013 organized by Student Conference on 
Conservation Science, Bengaluru, Karnataka

October 2013
•	 Public Meeting on 2nd October 2013 organised 

by Satar Gaon nu Adivasis Sangathan (Adivasis 
association of 70 villages), Indravana, Gujarat.

•	 Campaign on No to Sexual Harassment of 
Women in BMTC Buses! Women of Bangalore – 
Break the Silence, Speak Out Against Harassment 
in Buses!” on 7th October 2013, organised by Bus 
Prayanikara Vedike, Bengaluru, Karnataka.

December 2013
•	 Protest on Supreme Court Verdict on Section 

377 on 11th December 2013, co-organised by 
Karnataka Sexuality Minority Forum, Praja Rajkiya 
Vedike, Sangama and Alternative Law Forum, 
Bengaluru, Karnataka.

•	 National Workshop on Rural Tourism on 
Experiences and Possibilities on 13th – 15th 
December 2013, organised by Andhra Pradesh 
Tourism and National Institute for Tourism & 
Hospitality Management, Hyderabad, Andhra 
Pradesh. EQUATIONS presented on the 
Spectrum of Community Involvement in Tourism.

•	 Planning Meeting on Supreme Court Judgment 
on Section 377 on 14th December 2013, co-
organised by Karnataka Sexuality Minority Forum, 
Praja Rajkiya Vedike, Sangama, Samara and 
Alternative Law Forum, Bengaluru, Karnataka.

•	 Protest on Global Day of Rage on 15th December 
2013, co-organised by Karnataka Sexuality 
Minority Forum, Praja Rajkiya Vedike, Sangama, 
Samara and Alternative Law Forum, Bengaluru, 
Karnataka.

•	 Talk on Critical Issues in Tourism on 19th 
December 2013, organized by Oxford Institute of 
Hotel Management in Bengaluru, Karnataka. 

•	 Second Planning Meeting on Supreme Court 
Judgment on Section 377 on 27th December 2013, 
co-organised by Karnataka Sexuality Minority 
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Forum, Praja Rajkiya Vedike, Sangama, Samara 
and Alternative Law Forum, Bengaluru, Karnataka.

January 2014
•	 Silent People’s March on Concerns Related to 

Section 377 on 2nd January 2014, co-organised 
by Karnataka Sexuality Minority Forum and Praja 
Rajkiya Vedike from RT Nagar to Ganganagar, 
Bengaluru, Karnataka. 

•	 Public Rally on Section 377 on 11th January 2014, 
co-organised by Karnataka Sexuality Minority 
Forum and Praja Rajkiya Vedike from Majestic to 
Malleshwaram, Bengaluru, Karnataka. 

•	 Public Discussion on a Campaign to Resist the 
Onslaught on Weavers in India, on 11th January 
2014, organised by Alternative Law Forum, 
Bengaluru, Karnataka.

•	 Biennial Celebration of People’s Movements 
Jashn-E-Sangharsh on 17th – 19th January 2014, 
organised by Programme for Social Action, 
Chirala, Andhra Pradesh.

•	 Silent Protest in the Context of Dismissal of 
Review Petitions on Section 377 on 28th January 
2014, co-organised by Karnataka Sexuality 
Minority Forum, Praja Rajkiya Vedike, Sangama 
Alternative Law Forum and Samara at Cubbon 
Park, Bengaluru, Karnataka.

•	 Protest against Dismissal of Review Petitions on 
Section 377 on 29th January 2014, co-organised by 
Karnataka Sexuality Minority Forum, Praja Rajkiya 
Vedike and Sangama at Mysore Bank Circle, 
Bengaluru, Karnataka.

February 2014
•	 “Y” Rise & Respond: Justice Beyond Borders, 

Visioning with the Young, Be a Green 
Ambassador” on 8th – 12th February 2014, 
organized by Young Women’s Christian 
Movement, Kumarakom, Kerala. Facilitated 
a workshop on Visioning a Framework for 
Ecotourism.

•	 Institute-Industry Interface Event AKANKSHA 
on 13th – 14th February 2014, organised by 
Department of Tourism, Pondicherry University 
in Puducherry. EQUATIONS presented on the 
Spectrum of Community Involvement in Tourism.

•	 National Seminar on Tourism, Hospitality and 
Management: An Inter-disciplinary Approach 
towards Advanced Research on 18th  – 19th 
February 2014, organised by Department of 
Tourism Studies, Christ University in Bengaluru, 

Karnataka. EQUATIONS presented on From 
Sustainable to Socially Just Tourism.

•	 Conference on Equality, Pluralism and the State: 
Perspectives from the Women’s Movement in 
4th – 7th February 2014, co-organised by Indian 
Association of Women’s Studies, Guwahati 
University, Cotton College State University, 
Tata Institute for Social Sciences and North 
East Network, Guwahati, Assam. EQUATIONS 
presented a paper on Women, Work and Tourism: 
Toiling without Rights.

March 2014
•	 Expert Panel Meeting for Revision Tourism 

Studies-5: Ecology, Environment and Tourism 
Syllabus on 10th March 2014, organised by Indira 
Gandhi National Open University in New Delhi

•	 Seminar on Religion and Sexuality and the 
Campaign Against Homophobia and the Role 
of Religion on 12th March 2014, co-organised 
by Aneka and Board of Theological Education 
of Senate of Serampore College, Bengaluru, 
Karnataka.

•	 Public meeting on dowry and the violence 
of dowry, on 14th March 2014 organised by 
Vimochana, Bengaluru, Karnataka.

•	 Quality Improvement Program on Emerging Areas 
in Tourism Management – An Interdisciplinary 
Approach on 18th – 20th March 2014, organised 
by Department of Tourism Studies, Christ 
University in Bengaluru, Karnataka. EQUATIONS 
presented on Developing Local Employment in 
India Tourism Sector. 

•	 Orientation Programme on Special Component 
Plan and Tribal Sub Plan on 27th & 28th March 
2014, organised by Samanvaya Karnataka in Indian 
Statistical Institute, Bengaluru, Karnataka.

•	 Candle light vigil in support of workers of 
Stumpp, Schuele & Somappa on 28th March 
2014, organised by Forum for Workers Rights, 
Bengaluru, Karnataka

PUBLICATIONS
•	 EQUATIONS Annual Report 2012-13, May 2013 

(English)
•	 Local Hospitality: Developing Local Employment 

In India’s Tourism Sector, June 2013 (English)
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CONTRIBUTION TO OTHER 
PUBLICATIONS
•	 EQUATIONS included as a case study in the 

unit of Tourism and Travel Organization, in the 
syllabus on Tourism and Travel Organization of 
the Indira Gandhi National Open University

•	 Abridged version of previously featured article 
about the Commonwealth Games, 2010 in Delhi, 
titled “Humanity-Equality-Destiny?” included in 
a publication on the impacts of mega-sporting 
events on people in southern countries by 
CETIM, Geneva.

VISUAL AND AUDIO MATERIALS
•	 EQUATIONS Brochure, November 2013 (English)
•	 Poster – Forest Foot Prints, February 2014 (Hindi)
•	 Poster – The Last Resort?, February 2014, (Hindi)
•	 Poster – Guardians To Guards?, February 2014, 

(Hindi)
•	 Poster – Whose Forest?, February 2014, (Hindi)
•	 Poster – Missing The Woods For The Trees, 

February 2014, (Hindi)
•	 Poster – Calling To Account, February 2014, 

(Hindi)
•	 Briefing Sheet – Forest, Community and Tourism, 

February 2014, (Hindi)
•	 Briefing Sheet – The Looking Glass: 

Understanding Eco-tourism, February 2014, 
(Hindi)

•	 Briefing Sheet – Not a Choice But An Obligation 
A Call for Corporate Accountability in Tourism in 
India, February 2014, (Hindi)

PAPERS AND STATEMENTS
•	 Strategies & Recommendations to Address Child 

Abuse in Tourism: Submission to Department 
of Women and Child, Government of Karnataka 
for the Karnataka State Action Plan on Children 
(2011-2020), April 2013 

•	 Ecotourism For Sustainability: A Framework For 
An Ecotourism Strategy In Karnataka, June 2013

•	 EQUATIONS Submission to Kerala State 
Commission for Protection of Child Rights on the 
Issue of Child and Tourism, December 2013.

•	 Lifting the Veil: A framework for Community 
Involvement in Tourism in India, February 2014

•	 Tourism Trends in India, February 2014
•	 Women, Work and Tourism: Toiling without 

Rights, February 2014

TRANSLATIONS
•	 Publication - “On The Brink: The Tragedy Of 

Forest Governance”, July 2013, (English to Hindi)
•	 Briefing Sheet – Forest, Community and Tourism, 

November 2013 (English to Hindi)
•	 Briefing Sheet – The Looking Glass: 

Understanding Ecotourism, November 2013 
(English to Hindi)

•	 Briefing Sheet – Not a Choice But An Obligation: 
A Call for Corporate Accountability in Tourism in 
India, November 2013, (English to Hindi)

•	 Poster – Forest Foot Prints, November 2013, 
(English to Hindi)

•	 Poster – The Last Resort?, November 2013, 
(English to Hindi)

•	 Poster – Guardians To Guards?, November 2013, 
(English to Hindi)

•	 Poster – Whose Forest? November 2013, (English 
to Hindi)

•	 Poster – Missing The Woods For The Trees 
November 2013, (English to Hindi)

•	 Poster – Calling To Account, November 2013, 
(English to Hindi)

•	 Paper – IFIs and Tourism: Perspectives and 
Debates, March 2014, (English to Hindi)

MEDIA REPORTS
•	 Business of Biodiversity, May 2013, Gobar Times, 

New Delhi
•	 Holistic Approach To Sustainable Tourism, 7th 

June 2013, Express Travel World
•	 Sexuality Minority Working in the Mainstream 

(EQUATIONS), 7th June 2013, Red FM Radio, 
Bengaluru

•	 Women in Tourism Sector need more Safety, 15th 
June 2013, DNA, Bengaluru

•	 Sustaining Kumarakom Gains Responsible 
Tourism’s Next Big Challenge, 04th July 2013, 
Deccan Chronicle, Kottayam, Kerala

•	 Tourism In Uttarakhand Needs Regulation, 29th 
July 2013, Down To Earth, New Delhi 

•	 Villagers Hold Meeting To Protest High-End 
Tourism Project, 02nd October 2013, Ahmedabad, 
Gujarat

•	 Why Your Car Hates Your Magnificent Heritage, 
28th November 2013, Grist Media, Tamil Nadu 

•	 On the Supreme Court Verdict on Section 377, 
27th January 2014, Q Radio, Bengaluru, Karnataka

•	 On the Supreme Court verdict on Section 377, 
30th January 2014, TV9 English, Bengaluru, 
Karnataka
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STAFF CAPACITY BUILDING

Internal Seminars/ Capacity Building 
Workshops for EQUATIONS staff

•	 Film screening of the Great India Yatra on 
Tourism Impacts attended by new staff, 20th May 
2013

•	    DMIC and Tourism, Radhika Krishna, Intern, 31st 
May 2013

•	 Demo session on Ubuntu1, Cloud and Feedly, 
handled by Rajiv Das, 21st June 2013

•	    Tourism trends and analysis of Assam and 
Gujarat, Aswini Desappa, Intern, 25th June 2013

•	    Secondary data compilation on Limits of 
Acceptable Change, Karunya, Intern, 25th June 
2013

•	 Refresher Session on the website uploads for TRC 
team, handled by Sharmila S on 10th July 2013

•	 Session on Mendeley and Freemind, handled by 
Swathi Seshadri on 7th August 2013

•	 Seminar on Caste Issues, handled by Swathi 
Seshadri on 8th August 2013 

•	 Understanding Networks and Networking, 
handled by Haritha Sarma and Susan Loucks on 
6th – 7th November 2013

•	    Informal sector in the tourism industry, Stefan 
Premer, Intern, 7th November, 2013

•	 Legal literacy session on Indian Constitution, 
handled by Maitreyi Krishnan (Alternative Law 
Forum) on 16th November 2013 

•	    GIS maps on DMIC intersecting with tourism 
and a range of themes in Rajasthan, Gujarat, 
Maharashtra and brief paper on Water and 
Tourism in DMIC areas of Rajasthan, Josefine 
Höller, Intern, 5th December, 2013

•	    Marine Protected Areas and Tourism, Dinyar 
Minocher, Intern, 13th December 2013

•	 Legal literacy session on Gender & Sexuality 
handled by Darshana Mitra and Gowthaman 
Ranganathan (Alternative Law Forum), 21st 
December 2013

•	 Legal literacy session on Gender & Sexuality 
handled by Darshana Mitra and Gowthaman 
Ranganathan (Alternative Law Forum), 24th 
December 2013

•	 EQUATIONS Policy on Sexual Harassment 
at Work Place (Prevention, Prohibition and 
Redressal) handled by Surabhi Singh, 14th January 
2014

•	 Legal literacy session on Rights of the Child 

handled by Darshana Mitra (Alternative Law 
Forum), 8th February 2014

•	 Tourism and Migration, Katarina Jogodnik 
Vicentic, Intern, 26th February, 2014

 

External Capacity Building Workshops
•	 3 months course on Basics in Computer/ MS 

Office conducted by Quickstep Computer Centre 
from 26th March 2013-10th May 2013, attended by 
Girisha V.

•	 3 day programme on 'Research and Statistics 
Essentials' from 26th - 28th July 2013, organised 
by Gubbi Labs at Tumkur, attended by Swathi 
Sheshadri.

•	 Basic English course by Shyamala from 6th 
February 2014 (ongoing), attended by Girisha

ORGANISATIONAL DEVELOPMENT

•	 1st Strategic Planning Workshop facilitated by 
Gagan Sethi, 3rd - 5th January 2014, Bengaluru, 
Karnataka 

•	 Strength Finder’s Workshop facilitated by 
Organisations and Alternatives Consulting, 22nd - 
24th January 2014, Bengaluru, Karnataka 

•	 2nd Strategic Planning Workshop facilitated 
by Gagan Sethi and Haritha Sharma, 1st – 2nd 
February 2014, Bengaluru, Karnataka
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MANAGEMENT, STAFF AND EXTENDED TEAMS

EQUATIONS Managing Committee (2013-2014)

Sl No Name Designation

1 Mario Pinto Almeida  President

2 Ravi Chellam Secretary

3 Raja Chidambaram Treasurer

4 T T Sreekumar Member

5 Aditi Chanchani Director, (ex-offico)

6 Swathi Seshadri Staff Representative, (ex- officio)

EQUATIONS Staff Team 2013-2014

Sl. 
No

Programme Programme Coordinator Programme Resource Team/ 
Team members

1 Institutions, Policies 
and Tourism Models

Swathi Seshadri Aditi Chanchani / Rajesh Ranjan*

2 Economics of Tourism Swathi Seshadri Mrinmayee Mandal*

3 Ecosystems, 
Communities and 
Tourism 

Aditi Chanchani*/ Swathi 
Seshadri*

Aditi Chanchani / Swathi Seshadri 

4 Governance, Law and 
Tourism

Surabhi Singh Swathi Seshadri

5 Society, Culture and 
Tourism

Aditi Chanchani* / S Babu* Aditi Chanchani / Geeta Thatra* / 
Surabhi Singh / Suma M

6 Tourism Resource 
Centre

Raghunandan Hegde* / Aditi 
Chanchani*

Suma M / James*# / Gayatri S* 

7 Institutional Support 
Services

a Admin Sharmila Sundaresan*# Girisha V

b HR Sharmila Sundaresan*#

c IT Rajiv Das#

d Finance Annapurna K* / Praveen 
Kumar*# / Antony Varghese*#

Kasin Pinto* / Girisha V* / 
James*#

* For part of the year
# Part-time staff

Short Term Assignments
•	 Jahnavi Pai, Policy analysis of legislations for Forests Communities and Tourism publication (Ecosystems, 

Communities and Tourism programme)
•	 Jones Thomas Spartegus, Study on Coast, Communities and Tourism in Tamil Nadu, (Ecosystems, 
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Communities and Tourism programme)
•	 Upendra Swami, Research report documenting the linkages of caste and tourism within the context of 

the Campaign Clean India (Institutions, Policies and Tourism Models Programme)

Translation Support
•	 Chinmay Mishra
•	 Kishore Kumar
•	 Venkatadri Naidu

Design and Communications Support
•	 Abha Home Boutique (Lakshmi & Naina Chanchani)
•	 By two Design 
•	 C-Senses
•	 National Printing Press
•	 Nithya Reddy
•	 Print Express
•	 Smriti Chanchani

Interns and Volunteers in EQUATIONS (2013-2014) and their work

Sl 
No

Name 
of the 
student

Academic 
course

Institution
Period of 
internship 
(Weeks)

Research 
details

Programme 
worked with

1 Radhika 

Krishna

Bachelors – 

Sociology, 

Economics, 

Industrial Relations 

St. Joseph’s College 

(Autonomous), 

Bangalore

1st May – 30th 

May 2013 (4 

weeks)

Secondary data 

compilation 

and analysis of 

Delhi-Mumbai 

Industrial Corridor 

(DMIC) project 

from a tourism 

perspective 

Economics of 

Tourism

2 Deepika R Master of Social 

Work

St. Joseph’s College 

(Autonomous), 

Bangalore

8th May – 28th 

June 2013 (5 

weeks)

Secondary data 

collection to 

prevent sexual 

exploitation 

of women and 

identifying the 

gaps in Ujjawala 

scheme

Society, Culture & 

Tourism

3 Aswini 

Desappa

MBA -Tourism Pondicherry 

University

16th May – 26th 

June 2013 (6 

weeks)

Last two years 

tourism trends 

and analysis 

in Assam and 

Gujarat

Institutions, 

Policies and 

Tourism Models
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4 Karunya L S MBA -Tourism Pondicherry 

University

16th May – 25th 

June 2013 (6 

weeks)

Secondary data 

compilation 

on Limits of 

Acceptable 

Change (LAC)

Ecosystems, 

Communities and 

Tourism 

5 Rachita 

Sinha

B.A, Tourism Garden City 

College, Bangalore

17th June – 12th 

July 2013 (4 

weeks)

Two years 

tourism trends 

and analysis in 

West Bengal and 

Odisha

Institutions, 

Policies and 

Tourism Models

6 Stefan 

Premer

Bachelor 

of Tourism 

Management

University of 

Applied Sciences 

Kemden, Germany

2nd September 

– 11th November 

2013 (10 weeks)

Base paper on 

informal sector 

in the tourism 

industry - specific 

focus on guides

Economics of 

Tourism

7 Dinyar 

Minocher

Masters of 

Resource 

Management

University of 

Akureyri, Iceland

2nd September 

– 13th December 

2013 (15 weeks)

Tourism linkages 

to Marine 

Protected 

Area’s and 

concentrated on 

two case studies: 

Sunderbans (West 

Bengal) and the 

Gulf of Mannar 

Marine National 

Park (Tamil Nadu)

Ecosystems, 

Communities and 

Tourism

8 Josefine 

Höller 

Diploma in 

Geography

Johannes-

Gutenberg 

University Mainz, 

Germany

7th October – 

7th December 

2013 (9 weeks)

Creating relevant 

maps linked to 

the Delhi Mumbai 

Industrial Corridor 

(DMIC) and on 

a paper titled 

‘Tourism, Water 

and DMIC in 

Rajasthan

Economics of 

Tourism
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9 Katarina 

Jogodnik 

Vicentic 

Bachelors in 

Philosophy and 

Economics

University of 

Bayreuth, Germany

20th January – 

26th February 

2014 

(6 weeks)

Base paper on 

Tourism and 

Migration and 

a compilation 

of organisations 

working globally 

on tourism 

Economics of 

Tourism

10 Dora Berky BSc Tourism 

and Hospitality 

Management 

Budapest Business 

School, Hungary

17th March – 17th 

April 2014 (5 

weeks)

International 

Ecotourism Case 

Studies

Ecosystems, 

Communities and 

Tourism

Abbreviations Used
ADB – Asian Development Bank 
AGM – Annual General Body Meeting
AIFFM – All India Forum of Forest Movements
AITUC – All India Trade Union Congress
ALF – Alternative Law Forum
BBMP – Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike
BBPV – Bangalore Bus Prayanikara Vedike
BMTC – Bangalore Metropolitan Transport 
Corporation
CBT – Community Based Tourism
CRT – Centre for Responsible Tourism
CSJP – Centre for Social Justice and Peace
DMIC – Delhi – Mumbai Industrial Corridor
EIA – Environment Impact Assessment
FCT – Forests, Communities and Tourism 
FRA – Scheduled Tribes & Other Traditional Forest 
Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 2006
GFC – Global Forest Coalition
GIM – Green India Mission
GSTC – Global Sustainable Tourism Criteria
HEFOI – Hotel Employees Federation of India
HNA – Himalaya Niti Abhiyan
HP – Himachal Pradesh
IAWS – Indian Association of Women’s Studies
INDP – Intercultural Network of Development and 
Peace
IPC – Indian Penal Code
KSMF – Karnataka Sexuality Minority Forum
KSMTF – Kerala Swathantra Malsya Thozhilali 
Federation
LAC – Limits of Acceptable Change
LGBT – Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, and Transgender
LSGIs – Local Self Governing Institutions 

MoT – Ministry of Tourism
MWCD – Ministry of Women and Child 
Development
NAC – National Advisory Council 
NAPM – National Alliance for People's Movements
NTF – National Tourism Forum
NTP – National Tourism Policy
PESA – Panchayat (Extension to Scheduled Areas) 
Act, 2006
PPP – Public Private Partnership
PRIs – Panchayati Raj Institutions
PRV – Praja Rajkiya Vedike 
PSA – Programme for Social Action
REDD – Reducing Emissions from Deforestation 
and Forest Degradation
REPA – Right to Education Protection Authority 
RTE – Right to Education Act, 2009
RTI – Right to Information
SC – Scheduled Caste
SCP – Special Component Plan
SCPCR – State Commission for Protection of Child 
Rights 
SJSM – Sundarbans Jan Shramjeevi Manch
SKA – Safai Karmachari Andolan
STCI – Sustainable Tourism Criteria of India
TSP – Tribal Sub Plan
UNESCO – United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization
UNFCCC – United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change
WLPA – The Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972
YWCA – Young Women’s Christian Association
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